
Our Mission 
Knowing 

Christ,  

Sharing His 

love, 

Helping others to know Him. 
 

Minister: 

Pastor Al Coffin 

319-899-4945    

coffinal2010@gmail.com   

 

Youth Director: 

Elly Stremsterfer 

641-919-7840 

ellystrem@gmail.com  
 

SPPR : Cole Boatright 

Facebook: Fairfield First United 

Methodist Church  

Website: FairfieldMeth-

odistChurch.org  

Email:  FUMCFairfield-

First@gmail.com                                                    

Weekly Radio Broadcast:  

Sunday at 10:35 am,  

1570 AM – KMCD                                      

Prayer Link: Email or phone the 

church office 641-472-4303, fumcfair-

fieldfirst@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  

Monday thru Thursday 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Upcoming Dates: 
March  5th—Holy Communion & Bishop Visit 

March 20th thru 26th—No Youth Activities 

April 2nd —Palm Sunday & Communion 

April 4th—Ministerial Association Mid-Week 

  Service at 12:05 p.m. followed by a 

  luncheon served in the dining room 

April 6th  — Maundy Thursday  Service  

  at 7:00  p.m. 

April 7th—Good Friday Service at 7:00 p.m. 

April 9th—Easter Sunday Service with  

  Communion at 10:35 a.m.  

 

 

Bishop Kennetha Bigham-Tsai  

is planned to be making a vis-

it to our church on  March 

5th. Join us in welcoming her.  

mailto:fumcfairfieldfirst@gmail.com
mailto:fumcfairfieldfirst@gmail.com


As Jesus was walking beside the 
Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon called Peter and 
his brother Andrew. They were 
casting a net into the lake, for they 
were fishermen. “Come, follow 
me,” Jesus said, “and I will send 
you out to fish for people.” At once 
they left their nets and followed 
him. (Matthew 4:18-20, NIV) 
  

As Jesus found himself walking 
along the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee, he was poised on the brink of something.  He started this journey with baptism 
by his cousin John the Baptist.  Then he disappeared into the wilderness for 40 days and 
nights where he was tempted by the Adversary to settle for less than God’s purpose for 
him.  Then he learned that his friend and cousin John had been thrown into prison by 
Herod.  So, naturally, our Jesus would decide to step boldly into Herod’s own yard, the 
seat of his power, Galilee.  And he spoke words of prophecy, words of hope, not words 
of lament.  He said, “... in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” 

Then, upon arriving in this land of darkness where the text says this new dawning of 
light was in progress, Jesus voiced his famous words to Simon and Andrew.  Written 
text doesn’t give any clues as to tone of voice, but I’ve always imagined Jesus speaking 
with a mischievous smile and a gleeful tone.  To see an illustration of what I mean, go 
to Youtube and search “Come d'artagnan we're saving the king.”  On the first hit a scene 
from the 1993 film, “The Three Musketeers,” appears.  Porthos (Oliver Platt) calls out 
to his new friend D’artagnan (Chris O’Donnell) to join him and his friends on a joyous 
adventure.  It’s serious, they’re in the middle of a battle, but there is real joy in Platt’s 
voice.  Jesus’ call was a call to join him in an adventure! 

Lent is upon us, and I’d like to 
extend an invitation.  Come, 
join us!  We’re going with 
Jesus to save the World!”  (Did 
you imagine a mischievous 
grin?) 
  
See you on the road, 
Pastor Al 



Missions 

 
Each month, our church’s Food Bank ministry dis-

tributes food purchased from the Food Bank of Io-
wa to individuals and families in Fairfield.  The food 
is delivered to us on a truck which was dispatched 

from the distribution center in Ottumwa.  From 9-
11:30 AM on Monday, March 13, a group of us will 
be volunteering at the Ottumwa distribution center.  
We need 3 more volunteers to join our group. 

Please consider helping us sort through the produce for spoilage, organize the food, and 

repackage it that morning. We must turn in the names of our volunteers by March 6 or 
our trip will be canceled. So, please contact Sharon Flinspach at 641-919-6495 or call the 
church office at 641-472-4303 to sign up to help. This is definitely a way for us to help 

our community members who struggle with food. Thank you!! 

**We follow school calendar. If school gets out early, no youth activities. ** 

Kids’ Club is Wednesdays after school til 5:00 p.m.  

Youth Group is on Wednesdays The schedule is as follows: 

5th and 6th grade will meet from 5:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. 

7th and 8th grade will meet from 6:15 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

High School will meet from 7:15 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 

Movie Nights will be the 4th Wednesday of the month from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Sunday School : It will be held from 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. on Sundays before our 10:35 a.m. worship service. 

Pastor Al is on vacation starting 
March 13th and will return March 
20th. If you need anything, con-
tact Elly at 641-919-7840 



 

By: Rev. Doug Cue 

Superintendent, Golden Valley District 

 

 Today we observe the ashes.  Ashes are burned.  They are spent.  They are black and they are 

grey.  Ashes are also universal…all things when put to the fire, given enough heat, will turn to ash.  Not only 

are ashes universal…they are a reminder, a painful reminder, that in this world all things are temporary…

including us. 

  In the book of Genesis, God tells Adam… you are dust, and to dust you shall return…(Genesis 

3:19b).  Friends,there’s no mixed message here. This is humbling, humbling because…Ash Wednesday asks us 

to evaluate our lives in a way that is very different than the way we usually evaluate them.  Generally…when I 

evaluate my life (and may I include “when we evaluate our lives”)…we reflect on areas like physical growth, emo-

tional growth, or spiritual growth…the health of our marriage, or the performance at our job.  Ash Wednesday 

makes us consider a different scale, reminding us, that one way or another, all things are reduced to dust. 

  A little more than a month ago, I had a birthday.  I am guessing that as a male in the United States, my 

average life span, is likely to be in the vicinity of 75 years or so.  Last month I turned 61.  In my head, I know I 

am only 1 year older than I was last year at this time.  But in my heart, I know I am only 4 years away from 65, 

and only 9 years from 70.  Oh my!  Statistically speaking, there’s a pretty good chance that over 3/4 of my life is 

in the rear-view mirror.  OH MY! 

  Every year on Ash Wednesday, as I prepare for the season of Lent, those ashes force me to ask my-

self…”How do I feel about that?”.  Given that I’m over 3/4 of the way through my run…have I built the kind of 

marriage, been the kind of father, the kind of pastor, the kind of friend…that’s appropriate to this stage in my 

life?  Given where I am on this journey…am I the kind of disciple I want to be, the kind of disciple God is call-

ing me to be. Is my spiritual life as developed as I might hope?  

 When I was a kid, I imagined that I would have a whole lot more figured out by now.  I assumed that I 

would be…wonderfully settled and secure, confident and competent in whatever my hands had found to do, 

that family life would be straightforward, that I would be comfortably nestled into the groove of life, that my 

faith would be impregnably secure…etc…etc...etc…  BUT, of course, life doesn’t exactly work that way…does 

it?  It’s a bit more, oh, I don’t know, dustier than that.  At this stage in my life…at this stage in your life…at this 

stage in our lives…are we where we want to be?  Because the not so hidden implication is…our opportunities 

to be those things don’t go on forever. 

  



Doug Cue continued… 

Those are the kind of questions Ash Wednesday raises for me.  Too often we live like we have all the time in the world 

to get things right, like what I do today is no big deal because there is always tomorrow.  Ash Wednesday reminds 

us… you are dust, and to dust you shall return…(Genesis 3:19b). 

  

A number of years ago, there was movie that came out with Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman.  It was called the 

Bucket List.  Story about two terminally ill guys who were gonna squeeze in all they could in their lives…before their 

lives ran out.  Good movie.  There is a scene in the movie, they are at the site of the pyramids in Egypt (remember, it’s 

called “The Bucket List”), where Morgan Freeman asks Jack Nicholson two poignant questions from the movie.  He 

talks about ancient Egyptian funeral customs and practices and shares that the ancient Egyptians believed they would 

be asked two questions after death. They thought that if you gave the right answers, you would be allowed to enter 

into heaven.  The two questions… 

  

(1) Have you found joy in your life?  

(2) Has your life brought joy to others? 

  

I think there’s truth to the notion that when we come face to face with the temporary nature of life, we should ask 

those questions…Have you found joy in your life?  Has your life brought joy to others?…have we used this gift of life as 

God intended.  

  

How would you live if you knew that your days were numbered?   

Would you be more kind? —More loving? 

Would you treat your friends differently? —Your enemies?  

Would you make more time for family?  

Would you say…I’m sorry…to the people that you’ve hurt?  

Would you say…You’re forgiven…to those who hurt you? 

Would you be more mindful of suffering in the world?  

Would you want to share a little bit more of what you have…with those who have nothing?  

What would you do?  How would you live?  What kinds of things would be on your list? 

  

The ashes remind us to ask those questions…they remind us that we are dust, and to dust we shall return…that life is 

precious, that life is fleeting, that life is short.  They remind us that the season of Lent calls us to honestly look at 

where we are, at whatever stage of life we are, and to do so in relation to where God would have us be.  To identify 

the gap…and figure out what to do about it. 





UMC Library News – 

March 2023 

Important:  Library Board 

Meeting will be held 

Monday, February 27 at 

5:30 P.M. 

                               And now, 

“If we make it, they will come?”  Sound somewhat 

familiar?  I am wondering whether that will work, 

myself!  We have “built it,” so now I’m inviting you 

to come on up to a Library Open House! 

?? If I host an open house in our church library, 

would people come?  Would YOU come?  ?? 

Let’s put Sunday, March 12 on our calendars.  In-

stead of heading downstairs to the exit, right after 

the church service, climb the stairs (or take the ele-

vator) to second floor.   

It might be worth your while!   

Kathy Tollenaere 

UMC Library Bookmark – 

March 2023 

I happen to be “chasing” 

one of my friends by read-

ing from a series of 24 

books, found in the second 

floor coffee area.  She’s 

ahead of me!  They are an 

easy read that concentrates on the many advantages 

of friendships, relationships, and purposeful endeav-

ors...  with a little mystery added to the mix.  

Perhaps you’ve noticed the set of books on the coffee 

area shelves by Ann Graham Lotz.  She is one of Billy 

Graham’s daughters.  I purchased and enjoyed read-

ing a couple of her books in the past.  Perhaps you 

would, too. 

I have featured several family-friendly movies on the 

shelves.  You might like to check one out! 

Looking forward to March? 

“First Fruits”  

March 2023 

We look forward to 

meeting the first 

Tuesday of the 

month at 3:30 P.M.  

So, mark March 7 on 

your calendar; in the 

coffee area or the 2nd 

floor library.  Your choice!  I will meet you in 

the coffee area. 

We have given one afghan away to an area 

family in need.  We feel especially blessed 

we were able to help, already! 

KT 

All scholarships are 
due via mail or email 

to Elly by  

March 31st! 



Come Pray  
Tuesday, March14th 

at 1:30 p.m.  

in the sanctuary  

 

 
LET'S ALL GET 
TOGETHER TO 

CELEBRATE OUR 
BIRTHDAY! 

 
 
 
 

 
183 years of Methodism in Jefferson Co. 
100 years since construction of current building 
 
April 23, 2023 – Complimentary Catered Dinner 

Immediately following Worship 

Reservations Needed by April 16, 2023 
Please sign up at the church or contact the church office 
phone: 472-4303 (office hours: 1p.m.- 4 p.m M-TH) 
email: fumcfairfieldfirst@gmail.com 

mailto:fumcfairfieldfirst@gmail.com


Birthdays 
Janice Hyde  3/1 

Barbara Dickins  3/3 

Brendon Marcellus 3/3 

Butch Bloomquist 3/4 

Jennifer McLarney 3/4 

Elizabeth Stever  3/5 

Margaret Kelly  3/6 

Marilyn Messer  3/6 

Rachel Funkhouser 3/7 

Chloe Stever  3/7 

Grace Stever  3/7 

Shirley Thompson 3/7 

Michelle Higgins 3/8 

Adam Mueller  3/10 

Nancy Behner  3/11 

Heidi Sirdoreus  3/11 

Bo Jones  3/12 

Connie Miller  3/12 

Brian Messer  3/13 

LuAnn Davis  3/14 

Josh  Hyde  3/14 

Bettye Schock  3/15 

Griffin Hammel  3/16 

Theo Wagner  3/16 

Dorothy Webb  3/19 

Barbara Buch  3/20 

Gary Henry  3/20 

Loreena Hucke  3/20 

Amanda Lamb  3/20 

Ken Angstead  3/21 

Mindy Fitzsimmons 3/24 

Ryne Philips  3/24 

Lisa Burkhalter  3/27 

Jane Hunt  3/27 

Mary Helen Leathers 3/27 

Doris Eklund  3/28 

LuAnne Jones  3/30 

Adam McIntyre  3/30 

Kelly Cecchini  3/31 

Doug Flournoy  3/31 

 

 

 

Do you have con-

tact information to 

update or add? 

Contact our Mem-

bership Secretary,  

Staci Kraemer 

 

Have you seen your name listed? 

Then the prayer team prays for you! 

Come join us at 1:30 the second 

Tuesday of each month in the sanc-

tuary as we pray for those celebrat-

ing birthdays and anniversaries as 

well as lift up Individual prayers! 

Anniversaries  
Mark & Carrie Brownlee 3/3 

Kelly & Amy Burkhart  3/3 

Adam & Lisa Burkhalter  3/10 

Eric & Jodee Kyle  3/21 

Rick & Mae Herman  3/26 

Ben & Missy Huff  3/29 

 



Trustee update for 2022 

2022  Was a very busy year for your Trustee’s. I 
want to recognize two people that are leaving the 
Trustee’s: Kathy Horn and Ken Angstead. Their 
help has been much appreciated. The new Trus-
tees will be Matt Nelson and Wade Stremsterferer 

The following projects were completed in 2022 

• The window project was completed, with the 
stained glass windows protected and the easy side 
windows repaired. 

• A new roof was installed with added insulation 

• New doors on the N.E, corner have been re-
placed, they still need locks installed 

• A new outdoor sign has bee installed. The memorial committee contributed to this pur-
chase 

• Pastor Al office has been upgraded 

• New projectors and a large TV screen have been installed 

• Francis Horn has been working with our contractor to ensure our heating system is 
working  efficiently. 

All of these projects were completed through funds from the Permanent Endowment Fund pro-
ceeds, without using any of the funds principal. With utility cost rising, (our monthly electric bill 
in the summer will run around $4k. and over),  I hope the Trustees will be working on reducing 
our monthly utility costs. 

~Respectfully submitted by Linn Vehslage 

March 19 is UMCOR Sunday.  So, what does that mean? 

Through the United Methodist Committee on Relief, 
known as UMCOR, we are able to make a difference in the 
lives of communities and individuals whose lives have 
been upset by storms, wars, fires, displacement or climate 
change.  Offerings collected on March 19 that are desig-
nated to UMCOR will fund the “cost of doing business”, 

allowing UMCOR to keep the promise that 100% of any gift to a specific UMCOR project will go to-
wards that project and not administrative costs. 

 

UMCOR responds to US and international disasters, addresses diseases and poverty, assists refugees 
and immigrants, provides clean water and works to reduce hunger.  UMCOR would be unable to do 
this work without your support.  The UMCOR Sunday special offering equips the organization to re-
spond quickly to disasters. 

 

If you wish to give to UMCOR on March 19, you may write a check to the church and write UMCOR 
Sunday in the memo line. Then, bring the check on March 19 or send it to the church within the next 
few weeks. If you choose to donate to UMCOR US disaster relief or International disaster relief, 
please note that on your check as well. 

 



 Did ya’ll read our District Superintendent’s email message that was sent out on Ash 

Wednesday? If not, you are missing out! I got permission from Doug to reprint it in our newsletter, 

so make sure you read it.  In his message, it really struck someone within in, “Not only are ashes 

universal...they are a reminder, a painful reminder, that in this world all things are tempo-

rary...including us. “   

 D.S. Doug Cue continues to talk about the current life he is 

leading and how Ash Wednesday makes him reevaluate where he is 

at. This is completely different take on how I approach Lent. I am 

all about what can I give up? What can I do each day to draw clos-

er to Christ? While both has served me well in this past, sometimes 

things have and need to change and this approach might be some-

thing I need to try out.  

 

 Doug asks himself two questions: 

1. Have you found joy in your life? 

2. Has your life brought joy to others? 

   And...if not… 

    ...If you have found no joy in your life; 

    ...if your life brings no joy to others… 

  ...perhaps the journey, the purpose, the question...for the next 40 days is...why not?  

 

 God has called me to be his disciple and spread the Gospel. But...am I doing it enough. 

Have I truly followed my calling and what I feel God has been whispering into my ear to do?  

 

A big, fat, NO. I haven’t. Why you might ask?  Fear. Uncertainty. Self-doubt. The list goes on.  The 

next 40 days I am going to be reflecting on the two questions and looking at how I can be the disci-

ple God is calling me to be. It will be uncomfortable as I will be evaluating a lot of things, but that 

is the season of Lent.  

 
~Elly 
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