
Our Mission 
Knowing 

Christ,  

Sharing His 

love, 

Helping others to know Him. 
 

Minister: 

Pastor Al Coffin 

319-899-4945    

coffinal2010@gmail.com   

 

Youth Director: 

Elly Stremsterfer 

641-919-7840 

ellystrem@gmail.com  
 

SPPR : Cole Boatright 

Facebook: Fairfield First United 

Methodist Church  

Website: FairfieldMeth-

odistChurch.org  

Email:  FUMCFairfield-

First@gmail.com                                                    

Weekly Radio Broadcast:  

Sunday at 10:35 am,  

1570 AM – KMCD                                      

Prayer Link: Email or phone the 

church office 641-472-4303, fumcfair-

fieldfirst@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  

Monday thru Thursday 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Upcoming Dates: 
February 5th  —Holy Communion 

February 7th—Prayer Group 

February 13th — Blood Drive 

February 22nd—Ash Wednesday 

 February 22nd  

7:00 p.m. 

Coming back to traditional communion— 

Sunday, February 5 -- Communion will be set up 

at the front of the sanctuary with a piece of bread 

handed to each person as you come down to the 

altar and the trays of juice will be available to par-

take of and kneel at the altar. The covered wafer 

and cup of juice will still be available for those 

who wish to partake in that manner. 
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Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as 

I have loved you.  No one has greater love than this, to lay down 

one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I com-

mand you.  I do not call you servants any longer, because the serv-

ant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have 

heard from my Father.”  (John 15:12-15, NRSV) 

 

  I always feel a little stunned right after Christmas 
and New Year’s Day.  This month is one of my favorites 

of the year.  Lent is still on the horizon and the only event before us is St. Valentine’s Day.  I did a little re-
search into St. Valentine and found, to my surprise, that there isn’t a universally accepted story for the origin 
of this holiday.  In fact, there isn’t even a single St. Valentine.  There are several and the stories of the origin 
of the holiday are also varied and tend to mix and match elements of the story.  With no clear authority to ref-
erence, I went with what many of us rely upon when we can’t find a single unassailable answer to a question.  
I remembered a story told to me in Sunday School. 

  Valentine was a priest and he was a very good and godly man.  Christians were persecuted at that time 
and so, Valentine was arrested.  For many long weeks, he was kept in a cold cell with very little food or bed-
ding or anything to ease his torment.  His only comfort was a young child of his Christian community who 
would sneak up to the window of his cell every day and bring him a little food and talk to him for a few 
minutes.  Eventually, Valentine was sentenced to death and the morning they came to take him away he left a 
small note to the child, wedged in the bars of the window to his cell. 

                    Thank you for being my friend.  Your Valentine 
  Valentine wasn’t in a position to repay his young friend, as if anything would have been enough to 
equal what the child had given him.  So, Valentine, unable to do enough, did what he could to be a good 
friend. 

     Jesus said it himself, “No one has greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  And then, he did.  I know 
that Jesus, who laid down his life for me, is my friend.  And this 
time of year, I remember this story from Sunday School, and I 
try to be a friend to Jesus.  He hasn’t asked me to die for him, at 
least not yet, but he has asked, he does ask, all of us to live for 
him.  In the scripture above, he even tells us how to do that.  
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.” 

  So, St. Valentine’s Day, it’s almost here.  We can never 
repay Jesus or our other friends.  All we can do is be thankful 
and do what we can do to make sure our friends, Jesus and the 
others, know that we love them.  That’s not nothing!  There’s a 

reason everyone recognizes the name Valentine.  
Thank you for being my friend.  Your pastor, Al 

 



 

Do you purchase items from Amazon? Please consider using 

smile.amazon.com rather than amazon.com when you make your selec-

tions and the church will receive a percentage of what you pay from Am-

azon. To set our church as your selected charity, search for “Fairfield, 

First United Methodist Church” as your charity.  Thank you very much! 

FUMC Food Bank Ministry  

Update 
The FUMC Food Bank Ministry, a subcommittee of 

the Mission’s Committee, has grown tremendously 

in the past year.  In January of 2022, the FUMC 

Food Bank Ministry provided boxes of food to 89 individuals in 56 households in Jefferson Coun-

ty.  Throughout the year this number grew and grew.  In January of 2023, we provided boxes of 

food to 176 individuals in 91 households!  As the word gets out that this program is available for 

those who qualify, we anticipate the numbers to continue to increase.  Although we wish there was 

not a need for this program, it is fabulous that we have been able to grow and support the increased 

need in our community.    

Thankfully, the number of volunteers helping with this program has also increased.  On average, 

there are 30-35 volunteers helping with the food bank delivery each month.   Of course, we could 

always use more volunteers!  If you are interested in helping pack food boxes and/or deliver boxes 

to residents in our community, please contact Greg Dorrell at 641-451-7128. 

**We follow school calendar. If school gets out early, no youth activities. ** 

Kids’ Club is Wednesdays after school til 5:00 p.m.  

Youth Group is on Wednesdays The schedule is as follows: 

5th and 6th grade will meet from 5:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. 

7th and 8th grade will meet from 6:15 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

High School will meet from 7:15 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 

Movie Nights will be the 4th Wednesday of the month from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Sunday School : It will be held from 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. on Sundays before our 10:35 a.m. worship service. 





Your Library News – February 

2023 

It seems as though we need to 

emphasize the ART of Read-

ing, these days.    

It seems that there are particular skills public school 

educators look for as youngsters learn to read:  

Speed, accuracy, comprehension, etc.  (All good 

goals unto themselves, but learning to read for en-

joyment may not be highest on the list.) 

To that end, I would encourage parents to help 

their children look for books in our church library 

that would help foster the enjoyment factor of read-

ing.  (Finding useful and critical information is also 

a huge “plus” for reading skill-building, as well as 

lending towards the enjoyment of reading.) 

Speaking to parents of little ones:  The act of read-

ing aloud to your child is so valuable! Parent/child 

interaction is “top,” because you are reinforcing 

your relationship.  You model the act of reading – 

left to right, top to bottom, turning the pages, mod-

ulation of your voice, enjoyment of the text (bring 

about that “youngest self” inside you and let your-

self enjoy even the simplest of stories!), and stop-

ping to discuss either during or after the reading, 

depending upon the circumstances. 

The rest of us can use our iPads, etc. for reading, 

but truthfully, picking up a real book, turning the 

pages, using a book-mark, and having it accessible 

is so important.  I do treasure particular books, be-

cause those that I consider especially valuable in 

my life are on my shelves at home(!). 

Happy Reading ventures and adventures!  

Books in the Coffee Area – February 2023 

I would SO encourage you to pick up and begin reading 

the three-book set by Greg Kinkaid, beginning with book 

one – Christmas With Tucker.  These stories are fictional, 

but so very believably true.  They are truly “endearing,” 

and I recommend them highly.  There is one DVD that I 

would recommend watching After you read the entire set. 

I will be displaying books by Ann Graham Lotz that are 

normally found on our church library shelves on second 

floor.  One new-to-our-library book is entitled Expecting to 

See Jesus (an expanded edition of I 

Saw the LORD).   I will also have a 

little of information available about 

Lotz, herself. 

Happy Month!  Happy Valentine’s 

Day!  (Read your Valentine Card to 

your Valentine!)  ha!  

Kathy T 

First Fruits – February 2023 

If anyone would like to bring their yarn and nee-

dles, we will meet in the Library on second floor 

(use the stairs or elevator) at 3:00 P.M., Febru-

ary 14, 2023! 

I believe the “Valentine Lady” might be there 

with a little something!  Lol 

We have two afghans finished already . . . mark-

ing the beginning of this year’s bounty!  See you 

there! 

Kathy T 



Come Pray  
Tuesday, February 7th at 

1:30 p.m.  

in the sanctuary  

A special Thanks must go out to all those involved with the 

Thanksgiving Meal Project: we thank you for your generous 

$900 Donation to the FUMC Food Bank Ministry.  WE appre-

ciate your support, as the cost of Food Bank Orders are go-

ing up. 

In January 2023 we had over 30 hard working volunteers; we 

served 98 Client Households, of which 47 were families of 2 

or more (serving185 individuals in total).  From June 2022 through January 2023, we have dispensed 

96,090 lbs. of food, for a total cost of $7,108, which is an average cost of 7.4 cents per pound.   In January 

2023 we ordered 2282 lbs. of food for $404, which is an average cost of 18 cents per pound.  In the fu-

ture, we are hoping to serve as many Elderly, Disabled, and Low Income Households as possible., 

Thanks Again to All Our Volunteers (Financial, Physical, And Spiritual) who have made this Ministry 

possible. 

  The next blood drive will be  

Monday. February 13th   

Anyone wishing to donate may  

call Melva Dahl at 641-472-5762 or 641-919-

5731. 



Birthdays 
Lorelee Brown  2/2 

Pamela Cubbage 2/2 

Melissa Huff  2/6 

Jeanne Meyers  2/6 

Bernita Pettit  2/8 

Claire Thompson 2/9 

Betsy Howland  2/10 

Sharon Schafer  2/10 

Jon Huff   2/12 

Ricky Porter  2/13 

Christine Shaw  2/14 

Aaron Davis  2/15 

Dale Unkrich  2/15 

Bode Hoskins  2/16 

Jackson Stremsterfer 2/17 

Barbara Schneckloth 2/19 

Jeff Koontz  2/20 

Gary Roth  2/20 

Blake Carnahan  2/22 

Samantha Herman 2/23 

Jeff Payne  2/23 

Sarah Flinspach  2/2 

Gayle Gilpin  2/24 

Sharyl Payne  2/25 

Janice Rider  2/26 

Tina Breen  2/27 

Jeff Marsh  2/27 

John Stever  2/27 

Richard Day  2/28 

 

 

Do you have con-

tact information to 

update or add? 

Contact our Mem-

bership Secretary,  

Staci Kraemer 

 

Have you seen your name 

listed? 

Then the prayer team prays for 

you! 

Come join us at 1:30 the second 

Tuesday of each month in the 

sanctuary as we pray for those 

celebrating birthdays and anni-

Anniversaries  
Chris & Deb Davis  2/11 

Don & Deb Steele  2/24 

Chuck & Terri Drobny  2/28 

 

 

   

 





The Holy Spirit has been weaving its way back and forth 

throughout my days and I am forever grateful. Somehow, the 

right words or things happen and fall into place. As I sit here 

writing this, I feel all “outta sorts.” You know the one? Not sure 

how it is almost Ash Wednesday but still feel the doldrums of 

winter? I find  myself having this really, really long list of To-

Do’s and never enough time.  

 

Here is the thing though, I love all the things that I do. Every sin-

gle one of them. But...the Holy Spirit literally knocked on my 

door today with a package. Remember the monthly Bible Study 

subscription I signed up for….well here it is!  I Will Give You 

Rest.  Have you rested like you should lately? Clearly… I have-

n’t. 

 

In just a few short weeks, Ash Wednesday will kick off Lenten Season. Lent is the time we prepare 

for Easter by observing a period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline. I 

would also add, that I think it could include adding something, such as engaging in an act of kind-

ness.  

 

As you move into Lenten season, find something to commit to. Write it down, or if you feel the 

need, tell someone.  For me, I am going to make 

both kids write down 3-5 things they are thankful 

for. It could be something as small as their favorite 

cookie, or maybe it was something that happened 

at school. Sydney has been sporadically doing it, 

but I am going to work on making sure we do that 

together.  

 

Scripture from Proverbs 22:6 tells us “Train up a 

child in the way he should go; and when he is old, 

when he is old, he will not depart from it.”  I am 

going to work hard to instill this in my children.  

We got nightly prayers down, which include 3 

things they are thankful for. Now, we are going to 

add the next piece of writing it down. I hope to fol-

low it up with weekly scriptures.  

 

Find something that you love, but still challenges 

you.  I am looking forward to this Lenten journey, 

are you? 

 
~Elly 
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