
Our Mission 
Knowing 

Christ,  

Sharing His 

love, 

Helping others to know Him. 
 

Minister: 

Pastor Al Coffin 

319-899-4945    

coffinal2010@gmail.com   

 

Youth Director: 

Elly Stremsterfer 

641-919-7840 

ellystrem@gmail.com  
 

SPPR : Cole Boatright 

Facebook: Fairfield First United 

Methodist Church  

Website: FairfieldMeth-

odistChurch.org  

Email:  FUMCFairfield-

First@gmail.com                                                    

Weekly Radio Broadcast:  

Sunday at 10:35 am,  

1570 AM – KMCD                                      

Prayer Link: Email or phone the 

church office 641-472-4303, fumcfair-

fieldfirst@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  

Monday thru Thursday 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

July 10-13th  

The next Holy Communion 

will be Sunday, July 10th.  

Join us on July 3rd to hear our last 

Lay Speaker give the message.  
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In every generation, the truth must be opened. 

 

      Something happened a few years ago.  It had a big impact on me and I think the message of that encounter 
still holds significance for us today.  It’s entirely possible that the event was pointing toward today, with eve-
rything going on in the world this year.  The quote above, “In every generation, the truth must be opened,” 
struck my wife with enough force that she texted it to me. 

     She sent me this quote as I attended continuing education classes through the United Methodist Church, 
something I do every year.  That week, we were studying the Psalms.  While I sat through several days of 
classes, my wife was attending the National Catholic Educators Association Conference in St. Louis.  We 
were both spending the morning getting educated within an inch of our lives.  And then … she sent me that 
quote.  As I was reading it on my cell phone, our class was reading the following from Psalm 32. 

I will instruct you and teach you the way you 
should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon 
you.  Do not be like a horse or a mule, without 
understanding, whose temper must be curbed 
with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near you. 

Many are the torments of the wicked, but stead-
fast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord.  
Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, 
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

     As we were texting about how awesome the 
Holy Spirit is to be speaking in both places at 
once, my class began reading Psalm 98. 
1 Sing to the Lord a new song,  for he has done 
marvelous things; his right hand and his holy 
arm have worked salvation for him.  2 The Lord 

has made his salvation known  and revealed his righteousness to the nations.  3 He has remembered 
his love and his faithfulness to Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

     I was inspired at the time, and am inspired again because we have been talking about this very thing so of-
ten lately.  That a truly new thing can be lost in the glare of old ways.  From the very beginning we have been 
encouraged to listen for the new way to sing the message.  Already ancient by the birth of Christ, the first line 
of Psalm 98 called … and calls us to “Sing to the Lord a new song.”  Our Lord has been doing new things in 
every generation.   

     If you have been missing church lately, I would like to 
say a couple things.  First, we have also been missing you.  
And second, we need you to come and help us to sing a new 
song.  It's a new generation, perhaps the words that will open 
the truth for us all here at Fairfield First will leap forth from 
your heart.  We welcome the song of your heart, let’s join 
our voices and lift up a new song together.  The harmony 
will be spectacular! 

 

See you on the road, 

 

Pastor Al 





Birthdays 
 

Nancy Huff  7/2 

Ranita Shelby  7/4 

Ramona Bagby  7/6 

Larry Miller  7/6 

Shirley Stanley  7/6 

Jacob Lantz  7/8 

Mary Bagby  7/9 

Luann Swanson  7/9 

Linda Oakes  7/10 

Sydney Stremsterfer 7/11 

Austin Westhoff 7/11 

Amy Burkhart  7/13 

Alicia Hootman  7/14 

Mark Logli  7/14 

Jeff Shelby  7/15 

Chelsea Herman 7/16 

Steve Lamb  7/17 

Charles Espy  7/19 

Deanne Hickenbottom 7/19 

Ellie Stever  7/19 

Elly Stremsterfer 7/19 

Betty Mayer  7/20 

Floyd Shafer  7/20 

Larry Nash  7/25 

Marilyn Ungaro  7/25 

Brandi Adam  7/27 

Meredith Carnahan 7/28 

David Goehring  7/29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries  
Francis & Kathy Horn  7/1 

Fred & Sue Hucke  7/1 

Gary Roth & Marj Evans  7/5 

Jerry & Gwen Marcellus  7/5 

Scott & Sheila Clements  7/6 

James & Kathy Eklund  7/12 

Keith & Sandi Dimmitt  7/14 

Butch & Carla Bloomquist 7/15 

Brian & Joy Messer  7/16 

Jim & LeAnne Edgeton  7/17 

Dan & Kristy Nystrom  7/21 

Dan & Judy Buttery  7/22 

Rob & Michelle Higgins  7/22 

Jim & Sharon Flinspach  7/23 

Tom & Jeri Kunkle  7/29 

Ralph & Deanne Hickenbottom 7/31 

 

Do you have con-

tact information to 

update or add? 

Contact our Mem-

bership Secretary,  

Staci Kraemer 

Pastor Al will be back on July 5th! 

Thank you all very much who do-

nated to the ImpactLife Blood 

Drive on June 27th. We are very 

grateful to each of you as there is 

a critical need of blood.  



 Ready to cook up some fun? Cokesbury's Food Truck Party VBS invites children of all ages to 

get on a roll with God as a parade of Food Trucks rolls into their neighborhood for the summer's 

biggest party! 

 This VBS invites children to pray as Jesus teaches us in Matthew 6:11; "Give us this day our 

daily bread." These words serve as a reminder that everything we have comes from God — and that 

it's by turning to God in prayer that all of our daily needs are met. 

July 10-13 

Sunday, July 10th 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

Monday, July 11th—Wednesday, July 13th 

6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.  

Bible Stories, Crafts, Games, Music & Science 

Join us for a fun-filled Vacation Bible School! 

Missions Work Day 
The Missions Committee has planned a work day at the Food Bank in Ottumwa.  It will be on July 20. Please 
meet at the church at 8:15 to carpool. Our work shift is from 9-11:30, so we should be back at the church 
around 12:15. We will be repackaging, organizing, and sorting food and any other tasks they ask us to do. We 
will NOT be meeting directly with clients nor will we be making deliveries. Workers must be at least 10 years 
old. ALL workers MUST wear closed-toe shoes. 
 
The Ladies of Hope will pay for any workers to spend the afternoon at The Beach in Ottumwa. It opens at 
noon. Please bring your own lunch and any money for snacks which you might like to purchase. (Bring your 
swimsuit, towel, and sunscreen too, of course!!)  
 
Please sign up by calling the church office at 472-4303 or Sharon Flinspach at 641-919-6495. You may also 
send an email to Sharon at sharonflinspach@gmail.com. You will need to give us your email address as the 
Food Bank will send you an email to register with them. Also, when you call to sign up, be ready to say 
whether or not you want to go to The Beach, whether or not you will chaperone at The Beach, or whether or 
not you are able to drive to Ottumwa that morning. 
 
Please let us know ASAP or by July 10. We have promised 10 workers, but may take up to 20. Let’s fill up all 
the slots!! 

mailto:sharonflinspach@gmail.com


Library News – July 2022 

This little series of books, published by Guideposts, entitled 

Miracles of Marble Cove seem to be quite popular these days!  

I had to put them as they were taking more space than I could 

allow on the Coffee Area shelves.  If you would like to find 

them, they’re on the north wall of the Real Library on second 

floor, above the counter by book drop area.  I don’t believe 

they will need to be read in order. 

Four people have arrived in Acadia National Park, and one is 

on his way to Isle Royale (in the north part of Lake Superior)! 

Others are in the midst of their travels! 

If you read a book, you will be adventuring with us!  I keep 

track!!  �  

Your librarian - Kathy Tollenaere 

 

First Fruits – Mark Your Calendar!   

“First Fruits” will be meeting in person (!) in the Church Li-

brary on second floor, Tuesday, July 5 at 3:00 P.M.  I do hope 

some of you will be able to attend.  If you haven’t yet joined 

us, please know there are a variety of ways in which you can 

participate! 

On another note, please know that our warm, cuddly afghan 

collection is increasing by “Leaps and Bounds!”  Isn’t that 

wonderful??!! 

K Tollenaere 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Trustees have been busy with updates at the 

church.  One project that is almost complete is the update of 

the church's sign to an electronic sign. A little landscaping and 

the project will be done.  Come on over a little early for a Sun-

day service and have a look.   

Library Bookmark – July 2022 

I have read each of the following books and make my own 

recommendations.  At this point, all three books described 

below can be found in the coffee area near the office. 

So, today I will begin with the book I read in 2006 entitled:                                                                

    1) The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel.  Strobel once con-

sidered himself an atheist.  With a Master of Studies in 

Law degree from Yale Law School, he was an award-

winning journalist for the Chicago Tribune.  Using the 

same, strong investigative techniques of his profession, 

Strobel set out to prove that “the divinity of Jesus was 

nothing more than the fanciful invention of superstitious 

people.”  I was both fascinated by the lengths to which he 

went in interviewing top-notch experts to attempt to 

prove his point.  Yes.  I recommend reading this book.  – 

Kathy Tollenaere 

2) It was only a couple or so 

months ago that our Women’s 

Bible Study group enjoyed using 

You Are Never Alone by Max Lu-

cado.  The book is now part of 

our Church Library.   If you have 

never read a book or experienced 

a study by Max Lucado, you 

might want to begin now!                                       

Max is a Minister/Pastor that has been given the oppor-

tunity to expand his ministry from exclusive behind-the-

pulpit to writing books of encouragement, Bible studies 

with study books and DVD presentations, etc.  His books 

will be found in our library under a variety of subject head-

ings.  “Check It Out!”  - Kathy Tollenaere 

3) I’m in the midst of reading the fourth book in The Sister 

Circle series by Vonette Bright and Nancy  Moser.  Book 

number one is entitled The Sister Circle.  The series begins 

with the main character, Evelyn Peerbaugh, who has been 

recently widowed with very little in her bank account and 

nothing but a social security check and her large (former 

husband’s family) home.  She makes a decision to open 

her home as a boardinghouse.  Immediate results with 

amazing interwoven characters.  – Kathy Tollenaere 



Here we are, once again… at the end of a month an I am not sure 

where it went. Anyone else?  I told myself repeatedly that this 

summer was going to be different. I was going to just relax and 

enjoy time with my kids. Well, that hasn’t happened yet. 

 

We spent the month of June prepping for the county fair. They 

completed static projects and have been walking all their animals. 

Most days, ok, who am I kidding, every single time it is a fight to 

get them to do it. Once they get outside, they get right to it and 

get to work.  

 

We have been to a few open shows, and the kids continue to im-

prove & work on their skills. From showing just a little more ag-

gressively to talking with the judge. All skills that they will need 

for life.  

 

As I go into the last 7 weeks of summer, I have a To-Do List 

that I want to do this summer: 

• Read a book for fun 

• Take my kids to Beach Ottumwa 

• Visit the Omaha Zoo 

• Visit my parents in Illinois 

• Catch fireflies 

• Have a bonfire 

• Grill out 

 

Now, I know that most of these seem pretty ordinary but…. We just haven’t made them a priority.  

I hope you can find some good things to do this summer and no matter how small they might be, 

they are important.  

 

~Elly 
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