
Our Mission 
Knowing 

Christ,  

Sharing His 

love, 

Helping others to know Him. 
 

Minister: 

Pastor Al Coffin 

319-899-4945    

coffinal2010@gmail.com   

 

Youth Director: 

Elly Stremsterfer 

641-919-7840 

ellystrem@gmail.com  
 

SPPR Co-Chairs: Kim Funkhouser 

& Sylvia Richards 

Facebook: Fairfield First United 

Methodist Church  

Website: FairfieldMeth-

odistChurch.org  

Email:  FUMCFairfield-

First@gmail.com                                                    

Weekly Radio Broadcast:  

Sunday at 10:35 am,  

1570 AM – KMCD                                      

Prayer Link: Email or phone the 

church office 641-472-4303, fumcfair-

fieldfirst@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  

Monday thru Thursday 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 7  

Drive-Thru 11:45 – 12:15 p.m.  

If neither of these options work for 

you and you would like to receive  

HOLY COMMUNION, please call or 

email the church office. 

All 

Saints 

Day 

mailto:fumcfairfieldfirst@gmail.com
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"What do you want me to do for you?" ... "What is it you 
want me to do for you?" (Mark 10.36, 51) 

      

     Here is a question that Jesus often asks in the Gospel 
of Mark.  “Just what is it that you’re looking for from 
me?” he asks.  It’s a good question, an important ques-
tion.  That’s probably why Jesus asked it.  It’s a question 
that I have continued to hear over the years. I’ll be trying 
to pray, but unsure how to begin and Jesus will ask, 
“What can I do for you, Al?”  My answers to his ques-
tion are probably very predictable. 

     “I need more time in my day.  I need to know how to 
respond to some critical issues at the church.  I want 
someone to explain what all these Charge Conference 
Forms mean.  So, Jesus, just ... do that, that would be 
great, or at least good enough ... at least for today.  I’ll 

touch base again tomorrow and maybe there will be more then.  Thanks for asking.  Talktoyousoon-
bye.” 

     “What do you want me to do for you?”  It’s a question about expectations.  Jesus asks, “What do 
you see as my role in your life?  How much of your life do you want me messing with?  What are the 
boundaries ... as you see them?” 

     I find, as I mature on this walk with Jesus, that my perception of this question has changed a bit.  
One time Jesus was asking John and James, who had come seeking honor.  Next he asked a blind 
beggar, who had come seeking sight.  He answered them all, though not always with an unqualified, 
“Yes.” 

     I believe that Jesus was doing more than simply asking what the disciples and the blind beggar 
needed from him.  I believe Jesus was modeling something, showing us, not how to answer that ques-
tion, but how to ask it.  So, I try to face Jesus every day, and ask, “What do you want me to do for 
you, today?  What do you see as my role in your church?  How much of my life can I turn over to you, 
today?”  

     These new ways to ask the same question then quite natu-
rally cease to be about minimums, about what I gotta have to 
get through my day ... how little is good enough.  They stop 
being about how to survive, and start addressing how to live. 

     In November we will start the new liturgical year.  Ad-
vent is right around the corner.  All of Christendom is get-
ting ready to begin the journey with Christ once more.  It’s a 
time for fresh starts, new questions, or redirected old ones.  
How can I start living my faith?  What does the Church need 
from me?  How do I start? 

     This advent season gives us the opportunity to approach 
God from a new direction.  Ask an old question in a new 
way. 

 

See you on the road,  

Pastor Al 





Library Bookmark – November 2021 

Someone who shall remain nameless (because I real-

ly don’t know who it was!) left two books on the 

Coffee Area shelves a couple of months ago. 

I took them home to read.  One of which was by 

Mitch Albom, entitled Have a Little Faith.  I Really, 

Really liked this book!  The note by Tony Dungy, for-

mer NFL coach and author of Quiet Strength, states: 

“Mitch Albom tells the story of two incredible men 

whose lives demonstrate what faith is all about.  

They impacted his life, and now – without ever hav-

ing met – they impacted mine as well.” 

Another by Mitch Albom that has been very popular 

is entitled Tuesdays with Morrie.  By the author: “The 

last class of my old professor’s life took place once-a-

week in his house, by a window in the study where 

he could watch a small hibiscus plant shed its pink 

leaves.  The class met on Tuesdays.  It began after 

breakfast.  The subject ws The Meaning of Life.  It 

was taught from experience… Although no final exam 

was given, you were expected to produce one long 

paper on what was learned.  That paper is presented 

here.  The last class of my old professor’s life had on-

ly one student, I was the student…” 

The third book by Mitch Albom that is now in our li-

brary is entitled “The Five People You Meet in Heav-

en.”  Albom begins his description of this book with 

“This is a story about a man named Eddie and it be-

gins at the end, with Eddie dying in the sun.  It might 

seem strange to start a story with an ending. But all 

endings are also beginnings.  We just don’t know it at 

the time.”  

Enjoy! – 

Kathy T 

Library News –  

November 2021 

Do you have a “Thankful 

Journal?”  This is some-

thing I have begun 

many times over the 

years… but have never 

continued it.  I need to begin again!  Don’t we have 

MUCH for which to be Thankful? 

You know what?  I am thankful for each of you!  

After having moved to Fairfield in June 1979, mem-

bers of this church became my family.  I am Thank-

ful.  I am ever hopeful that those of our church 

family that have entered Heaven’s gates already, 

will be in my “Welcoming Committee!” 

I am also grateful that, being the Church Librarian, 

I have people that are enjoying books that I’ve 

placed on our library shelves during these past sev-

eral years!  It’s fun to see books by popular authors 

“fly off the shelves!”  Need some insight here?  

Check out books by these authors:  Charles Martin, 

Lauraine Snelling, Neta Jackson, Mitch Albom, and 

the Guideposts series “Miracles of Marble 

Cove” (newest acquisitions are on the Coffee Area 

shelves). 

Carry On!  - Kathy T 

 

First Fruits – November 2021   

We have some dedicated people creating 7”x9” 

blocks and putting together afghans!  I hope distri-

bution of these warm, colorful afghans will take 

place sometime during the first week or so of De-

cember… unless a Cold Spell happens prior to that! 

Interested in helping?  Please give me a call! Kathy 

at 641-472-9479.  Leave a message, if necessary. 



Fairfield FUMC Food Bank Ministry 

The FUMC Food Bank delivery mission has grown dramati-

cally over the last year! In October 2020, there were 14 volun-

teers that delivered food boxes to 41 individuals in 30 house-

holds.  We thought this was great!  In October 2021, there 

were 28 volunteers that delivered food boxes to 69 individuals 

in 51 households.  (Plus we had 10 other volunteers that were 

not available in October!)  This group is definitely doing 

God’s work each month to provide for those in our communi-

ty that are in need.  Thank you to all who have volunteered to 

help with the food packing and delivery!   

Upcoming delivery dates: Monday, November 1st and Mon-

day, December 6th. If you are interested in volunteering, 

please contact Katie Boatright at boatrightka@gmail.com or 

641-919-0009.  

Carryout or Delivery 

Community Thanksgiving 

Meal 

The First United Methodist Church 

will host its 17th annual Communi-

ty Thanksgiving Meal on Thursday, 

November 25 from 11:30 am to 1 

pm.  We will offer carryout or de-

livery only.  There will be no dine-

in option for the meal again this 

year.  We are looking for help at the 

following times: 

 Wednesday, November 24th at 12:00 NOON – deboning the turkeys 

 Thursday, November 25th at 9:00 a.m. to get things ready for the meal;  

 Thursday, November 25th at 10:30 a.m. to deliver meals, serve the dinner, continue 

food preparation, and clean-up.  

If the spirit calls you to volunteer or would like a meal, you may call the church office or con-

tact Carrie Brownlee at 641-919-6046.  For any questions, please contact Carrie Brownlee. 

mailto:boatrightka@gmail.com


Birthdays 
 

Tammy Closser   11/1 

Maxwell Anderson 11/3 

Elaine Christopher 11/3 

Emily Mueller  11/3 

Gary Sparks  11/3 

Chase Countryman 11/4 

June Kemp  11/5 

Duane Durst  11/6 

Jon Funkhouser  11/6 

Olivia Hammel  11/6 

Kent Whitney  11/6 

Erma Johnson  11/9 

Cole Boatright  11/10 

Carrol Hillis  11/10 

Melva Dahl  11/11 

David Kraemer  11/12 

Terri Kness  11/15 

Ross Walker  11/15 

Mort Gaines  11/16 

Evan Davis  11/17 

Steve Swanson  11/18 

Katherine Bell  11/19 

Jaden Canfield  11/20 

Jerry Hootman  11/22 

Julie Rayburn  11/22 

Darin Roth  11/22 

Chris Davis  11/23 

Reese Klehm  11/23 

Krew Reed  11/25 

Peggy Small   11/25 

Channing Countryman 11/27 

Joan Salts  11/28 

Kristen Daugherty 11/29 

Riley Hammel  11/29 

Anne Whitney  11/29 

Alec Schubick  11/30 

Irene Stagers  11/30 

Norma Young  11/30 

 

Anniversaries  
Larry & Linda Pettit  11/2 

Jim & Danette Elder  11/4 

Gerald & Sandra Nelson  11/12 

Ken & Patsy Angstead  11/21 

James & Peggy Small  11/27 

Jeff & Sheryl Payne  11/28 

Do you have contact information to up-

date or add? Contact our Membership 

Secretary,  

Staci Kraemer 

Dskraem5@gmail.com 



Next UMW Board 
Meeting will be 

March 7, 2022 at 
11:30 a.m. 

We regret to report the blood 
drive for November has been 
cancelled. The next drive 
will be in January 2022.  
 
Thank you for all who donat-
ed and all workers this past 
year. Blood donations are 
badly needed and we do ap-
preciate your participation.  

~Melva Dahl  



Anyone else wonder what happened to October? 

I mean, really? Harvest is in full swing, our fall calves 

are all the ground, and the weather is turning crisp. Fall 

is my absolute favorite time of year, especially for run-

ning. Early morning runs where you can see your breath 

just a little bit is so invigorating. 

 Running before the sun is up, to run and turn 

back to see the sunrise. Always breathtaking. It also 

makes me so thankful for that promise of a new day. It 

gives me time to let my mind roam and race. It gives me 

time to be thankful and  count my blessings. When I am not running…. I am not the best version of 

myself.  

 I had to switch my race, from a full marathon of 26.2 miles to just a half marathon of 13.1 

miles. This was hard for me. HARD. Training just didn’t go as planned, and I have had a major 

flare up of plantar fasciitis. I have found compression socks that have helped tremendously, which 

allowed me to run/walk. 

So many people ask me, “Why do you run? Why do you run so much?” or the best one is, 

“You are crazy.” All valid and true statements, but to 

each is their own. I do it for me. I do it to prepare for 

what life will throw at me. I exercise each morning and 

focus on what I am doing because it is the only thing I 

can control. It also helps me remember that God is ulti-

mately in control. No matter how much I try to change 

and control, it ultimately isn’t me. Realizing that is al-

ways a wake up call. 

Writing this is right after my half marathon, and my 

first ever vacation. Like, true vacation. Wade and I are taking the kids to Disney World November 

1st-5th. The control issue is raging. Our flight has been changed three different times, guidelines 

continue to get readjusted and things on our farm are a lot.  I am trying to just breath, let go and let 

God….like I wrote last month. And yep, still working on all the 

things. 

As we come into the month of November, I know that I am 

going to get back to writing down five things I am thankful for. I 

would like to encourage you to do the same. Write down 5 things 

you are thankful for. If you struggle with coming up with 5 things, 

start with 3.  

I will share with you my 3 things: 

1. My church family 

2. My family 

3. My dogs 

 

Have a grateful November, 

Elly 



Color Me! Turn into Elly for a surprise.  
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