
Our Mission 
Knowing 

Christ,  

Sharing His 

love, 

Helping others to know Him. 
 

Minister: 

Pastor Al Coffin 

319-899-4945    

coffinal2010@gmail.com   

 

Youth Director: 

Elly Stremsterfer 

641-919-7840 

ellystrem@gmail.com  
 

SPPR Co-Chairs: Kim Funkhouser 

& Sylvia Richards 

Facebook: Fairfield First United 

Methodist Church  

Website: FairfieldMeth-

odistChurch.org  

Email:  FUMCFairfield-

First@gmail.com                                                    

Weekly Radio Broadcast:  

Sunday at 10:35 am,  

1570 AM – KMCD                                      

Prayer Link: Email or phone the 

church office 641-472-4303, fumcfair-

fieldfirst@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  

Monday thru Thursday 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday,  September 5th   

Drive-Thru 11:45 – 12:15 p.m.  

If neither of these options work for 

you and you would like to receive  

HOLY COMMUNION, please call or 

email the church office. 

Sunday, September 12th  

Youth & Adult Sunday School classes will 

begin at 9:30 a.m. before our service 

Following the service, we will have a tailgate/potluck 

outside in the church parking lot. We will provide hot 

dogs, brats, condiments and water. Please bring a side 

dish to pass, your chairs and own tableware.  

mailto:fumcfairfieldfirst@gmail.com
mailto:fumcfairfieldfirst@gmail.com


Exodus 10:1-2 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Go to Phar-
aoh; for I have hardened his heart and the 
heart of his officials, in order that I may 
show these signs of mine among them, and 
that you may tell your children and grand-
children how I have made fools of the Egyp-
tians and what signs I have done among 
them—so that you may know that I am the 
Lord.’  (NRSV) 

  

     The seasons march on.  Here we are at 

the beginning of another school year and ac-

tivities that were once so routine that we 

couldn’t wait to get past them have become fresh again.  We anxiously greet new classes, new teachers, new 

friends.  Crops are ripening and the community gears up to support our farmers during harvest time.  At 

church we are starting Sunday school classes and planning how we are going to go about fulfilling our role in 

making new disciples for the transformation of the world.  This is an exciting time, filled with new things to 

do and new work and new friends. 

     I take great joy in the autumn season.  One of the things I remember about this time of year is what comes 

after.  The long months of winter are right behind them, also an exciting time, and one that I look forward to 

every year. 

     The Lakota referred to the winter months as Men in the Lodges.  Weather restricted the traditional male 

activities of hunting and liberating horses from other bands.  Winter was a time for games, time with children 

and extended family, and stories.  Winter was the time when traditions were passed along, heroes were raised 

up and their adventures told and retold, the honored dead lived again in the stories told in the lodges of winter. 

     You don’t have to be Lakota to recognize what I’m talking about.  I can remember many long winter eve-

nings around a fire when I was small, sometimes stretching way into the night, listening to the stories of my 

family.  We revisited hardships, relived victories, reminded ourselves that defeats can also make us stronger, 

and in these stories heroes were made, names I repeated to my own children in the long evenings of winter. 

     When did we stop telling the stories?  It’s easy to blame television or some other implicitly hostile form of 

technology, but TV didn’t stop telling our stories; we did.  As a church we also have traditions to pass along, 

heroes to raise up.  There have been adventures and victories and defeats that have taught us, as a church fam-

ily, that we are in this together and that we have a great and powerful and loving God who is right beside us 

for every bit of it. 

     So, what’s your story?  How does it go?  Who are 

the heroes?  Where will you tell it?  Let’s include 

this in our plan for making new disciples for the 

transformation of the world.  How has God worked 

in and through us?  Let’s tell each other and the 

world.  Winter approaches, and it can be a wonderful 

time of sharing and growing.  See you round the fire. 

Pastor Al 





First Fruits Ministry – September 2021 

If you have attended one of our recent worship ser-

vices (or watched online), you may have recognized 

some familiar smiling faces and noticed the colorful 

afghans that are being created as Give-aways for lat-

er this fall/early winter.   One of our special people 

involved in this ministry has been unavailable for a 

photo.  Hopefully that 

situation will be recti-

fied soon! 

We continue to either 

knit or crochet 7”x 9” 

blocks, forty-nine of 

which will be put to-

gether to create an afghan.  Our project inspiration 

came from an organization entitled “Warm Up Amer-

ica.” 

We are doing pretty well, even though we aren’t yet 

meeting together.  We may not yet meet together for 

awhile.   

If you are interested in participating, and need yarn 

to begin creating blocks, OR if you are interested in 

putting the blocks together, either by sewing with 

yarn or by crocheting them together, contact Kathy 

Tollenaere. 

Church Library News – Sep-

tember 2021 

Where did August go?  And now 

we are “stepping lively” into the 

month of September!  Zowies!  

(Was there something you meant 

to do in June, July and August?  Like check out a 

Great Book from our library?!!”  You can still do it 

in September!) 

It is now that you can plant those beautiful bushes 

and perennial flowers in anticipation of next 

Spring.  It is now that you can remove the “thugs” 

from your garden and begin planning for next year.  

It is also time to get out the rakes and tarps… in 

feverish anticipation of leaf ranking!  (You don’t 

have enough leaves to be “feverish” over?  Come 

on over to my house!  I’ll share the experience of 

raking mine!!)  lol 

Very truly, though . . . because God has given us 

such a wonderfully beautiful world to care for, and 

family and friends to love, etc.  We can be deter-

mined to seize the opportunities He provides to 

enact His will and direction for our “every-days.”  

May you be especially Blessed this September!  All 

in Jesus’ name! ----- Hugs, Kathy T 

The Missions Committee would like to thank everyone who donated 

school supplies, money, and their time and energy to help make this 

year’s School Supply Drive successful.  We would not be able to carry 

out this mission without all of you.  Thank you! 



Church Library Book-

mark –  

September 2021 

Charles Martin con-

tinues to be a Very 

popular author these days.  You can find some of 

his books in the Coffee Area outside the Church 

office.  Others of his books are in our “Official Li-

brary” on second floor.  Hike the stairs or hit the 

elevator and select “R2” for second floor. 

Long Way Gone by Charles Martin – This book 

has reflections of the Prodigal Son story.  Cooper 

O’Connor had a natural gift of composing, singing 

and playing music for others.  His father raised 

Cooper as a single dad, who was a traveling tent 

minister.  He made sure his son’s gift of music 

was shared with others.  At one point, Cooper 

broke away from his dad’s control, took his sav-

ings and later was ashamed of what he had done.  

He took a “Long Way Gone” to return home later 

in life and share his musical talents for the right 

reason.  Reviewed by Marj Evans 

The Letter Keeper by Charles Martin               

Murphy shepherd’s career is helping and finding 

survivors of human trafficking.  He has a life of 

service by helping others.  However, he is caught 

in a crisis of needing to rescue his wife and 

daughters while somehow remaining alive 

through all odds. Sacrificial Love.  Charles Martin, 

the author, keeps you wanting to turn each page 

quickly.       Reviewed by Marj Evans 

Librarian’s Note:  Please determine to write a 

short review of the book you are currently read-

ing.  Place it in the “book return” drop.  I’ll find it, 

read it and share it!  Thanks!                                                             

Kathy Tollenaere 

 

September 13th 

2:00—6:30 p.m. 

Please call Melva Dahl at 

641-919-5761 to schedule an 

appointment today.  

Come  to Supper Meal 

Preparation 

Tuesday, September 21st  

Please call Pete Tollenaere 

for details.  



Birthdays 
Keith Dimmitt  9/4 

Marla Crew  9/5 

Dan Breen  9/7 

Robert Centner  9/8 

Joe McLarney  9/10 

Jim Salts   9/10 

Shawn Klehm  9/12 

Rosemary Dake  9/17 

Janet Miller  9/17 

Stacey Daughtery  9/19 

Dan Nystrom  9/20 

Jerry Marcellus  9/22 

Terri Reneker  9/22 

Bruce Andre  9/26 

Connie Keller  9/26 

LuJean Trisler  9/26 

James Edgeton  9/27 

Melinda Hugdahl  9/27 

Anniversaries  
Fred & Dixie Hickenbottom 9/1 

Derek & Jillian Phillips  9/1 

Richard & Sherry Day  9/2 

Shawn & Dena Morrissey 9/4 

Dale & Lynda Unkrich  9/4 

Ricky & Rebecca Porter  9/9 

Darrick & Kelly Cecchini  9/11 

Joe & Nicole Garretson  9/20 

Do you have contact infor-

mation to update or add? 

Contact our Membership 

Secretary,  

Staci Kraemer 

Dskraem5@gmail.com 

A small group of members is involved in pre-
paring the baptism banners that are presented to 

those who are baptized in our church.  There is 
a need of additional people who would be will-
ing to make the different parts for the banner.  

If you are interested in being a part of this spe-
cial ministry, please contact Gay Chapman, 641
-472-2482, or Nancy Behner, 641-919-5470. 



Drive-Thru  

Tenderloin Meal 

Friday, October 1st  

5:00—7:30 p.m. 

Reservations by September 24th 

Delivery available 

Pork tenderloin sandwich, 

baked beans, potato salad 

and bars/cookies $10.00 
Call the church office or  

email Elly at ellystrem@gmail.com 

On Sunday, September 12th we will be 

kicking off our youth Sunday School. 

At 9:30 a.m. we will meet in the dining 

room to have coffee and fellowship. 

We will continue to meet and decide 

what type of small groups we would 

like to form, whether it is studying a 

certain book of the Bible, a UMW sug-

gested reading, or maybe just reading 

the Upper Room and followed up with 

discussion. Linn Vehlsage volunteered to start 

a Small Group/Bible Study with Max Luca-

do’s video study called Before Amen, The 

Power of A Simple Prayer.  

Please join us on September 12th! Nothing 

beats a good cup of coffee and friendship.  

Join us on Sunday, September 12th for Adult Classes 



Upcoming Dates: 
 September 9th at 11:00 a.m. 

UMW Meeting 
 September 10th at 11:30 a.m. 

UMW Soup/Salad luncheon for 
members & prospective members 

 October 1st at 5:00 p.m. Annual 
Tenderloin Meal & Bake Sale in 
the Dining Room 

 

The Prayer Blanket Ministry invites you to 

be a part of the group that prepares prayer 

blankets for delivery to people who are in 

need of prayers, comfort and love.  There 

are two ways to help:   

 

1. Meet together when needed to make the 

blankets.  

2. Consider donating additional funds to help the FUMC Mission committee provide 

the materials needed. 

 

If this is something you would like to be involved with, please contact Gloria Countryman, 

641-919-0624 or Gay Chapman, 641-472-2482. 

Sweet Lime Pickles 
for Sale 

 

$12/quart and $6/pint 

Proceeds go to UMW 

Contact Kathy Horn  

641-919-9440 



Coloring Challenge! 
 

Color the picture above and write your favorite scripture 

on the line. Turn into the church office for a prize!  



 
Kids’ Club has started! Every Wednesday 

 Ronda Logli and I will be meeting kids at the high school and walking 
with them to church 

 Registration forms will be going out shortly, as well as snack sign up list  
 
 
Youth Group has started! 

 5th and 6th grade will meet from 5:15-6:15 p.m. 
 7th and 8th grade will meet from 6:15-7:15 p.m. 
 High School will meet from 7:15-8:15 p.m. 
 Movie Nights will take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month 
 
 

We will have our Sunday School Kick-Off on September 12th.  
 Pre-K and Kindergarten will meet in the basement across from the nurse-

ry. Jolea Burkhart will be teaching. 
 1st & 2nd grade will on the 3rd floor on the north end of the hallway. 

Melanie Carlson will be teaching. 
 3rd & 4th grade will be on the 3rd floor. Kristy Nystrom will be teaching. 
 5th & up will meet in the Youth Room on the 3rd floor. Mae Herman will 

be teaching. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering with any of our Youth Ministries, please let 
me know!  
 



Examples 
 Last month, I shared a little bit about my birthday and how thankful I 

was for just being on this earth. A few days later…. I got a “Happy Belated Birth-

day Mrs. Stremsterfer” from a former student. This former student was also my 

neighbor. He had moved from the rough part of Chicago and was what most, ok 

all teachers called troubled. Being the agriculture teacher, my class was filled 

with the kids that other teachers didn’t want. This student was one of them. 

Paul struggled with the small town vibe and left a gang life that his classmates 

couldn’t understand.  

 Paul  was a sophomore and junior when I was teaching. He would fight, 

defy rules and talk back. It never happened in my class, but every day, there 

was so problem for him. When he walked through my door in class, he knew 

what was expected of him. I was hard on him, I had higher expectations of 

him...and honestly, every kid hated me. I laugh now, because I was expecting 

them to do thing such as tear down a carburetor and rebuild it when as a first 

year teacher couldn’t! I had to call my dad on my prep period for him to walk 

me through it. No shame in admitting when you can’t do something, but abso-

lutely not to high school boys. It would have literally been the death of me.  

 The following year, when Sydney was one we went back for gradua-

tion. I wanted to see those kids off. I mean, I know I only spent two years with 

them, but I believe in each and every one.  I wanted them all to succeed and I 

pushed them to their best. I remember walking through the line of the 59 high 

school seniors and shaking their hands. I also remember about 5 of them 

acknowledged me. Maybe it was the time that they were so overwhelmed with 

actually graduating or they couldn’t have not realized who I was because I had a 

baby. Who knows, it is high schoolers. But I do remember putting Sydney in the 

car and driving back wondering if my time at Polo who pointless. Was it wast-

ed? I put so much into that job, those kids, that FFA program...and was it for 

anything? 

 Fast-forward to my 36th birthday….a few day later and I received 

these messages. I had  this student almost 12 years ago and for him to take 

the time out of his day to write that.  I was just a 24 year old kid myself. I 

started crying, immediately. I made a difference. Not only a difference in this 

kid’s life, but a difference that had included God.  

 When I got home, I sent Wade those messages. He didn’t remember 

the kid, until I said our alley neighbor. Then Wade said, “that is why we have 

to be good examples all the time.”  I couldn’t agree more.  And it is funny how 

God works sometimes, but I have held onto a scripture for the last five years 

or so. I am not sure why it stuck to me, but I do now.  

“Do not let anyone look down on you because you are young but set an 

example for believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in puri-

ty.” -1 Timothy 4:12 

Always remember, there are eyes everywhere and you just never know who 

you may impact.  

Elly 
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