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Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is 
not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 

16:7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, 
just as he told you.  (Mark 16:6b-7, NRSV) 

  

  It was a chill, predawn.  The sun, not yet clear of the hills around the city, but light enough after 
the darkness that they had just endured.  There would have been little sleep the last few nights, and what 
little they were able to find, often interrupted with the weeping or nightmares of their comrades, also 
seeking a little relief from the dark night. 

     But now it was possible to see, a little at least, and looking around the room crowded with others of 
Jesus’ disciples Mary Magdalene’s eyes met those of Mary the mother of James, and Salome.  Exhaust-
ed, wrung out by the long night and now, at least for a time, tearless, the three women’s red rimmed eyes 
silently agreed.  Doing something, anything, right now, beat waiting in the crowded room for the group 
to awaken, refreshed just enough from what little rest they had been able to glean from that horrible 
night, and to return to their weeping. 

  And so, they silently gathered the things they would need, these three women who had worked 
and supported this band on the road for three years, returning to an almost comfortable routine, at least in 
comparison, as they prepared to do one last thing, for Jesus.  They made their way through the growing 
light to the tomb; their conversation on practical concerns, still retreating to the safety of the familiar 
routine of solving the day to day problems that have always fallen to mothers and sisters and daughters. 

     But what fresh hell was this?  The stone already moved and the tomb empty, they were denied even 
the heartbreaking comfort of preparing his body.  There in the tomb, where Jesus should have been, was 
a young man, formally dressed.  Dry-eyed he said, not unkindly, “Calm yourselves, you still seek Jesus 
of Nazareth.  He’s not here.  Go and tell the rest, ‘Follow Jesus on from here … to Galilee.  Go on, like 
he told you.  You will find him.’” 

  Holy Week, then our preparations to move on from Holy Week, to continue the quest, to seek 
Jesus, following him to wherever he is today.  He is calling us still, because, “He has been raised; he is 
not here. Look, there is the place [where the World] laid him. But he is still moving, going ahead of you.  
Follow on.” 

  

See you on the road, 

Pastor Al 

For Easter service, ushers will be 
seating everyone. Allowing the ushers 
to seat everyone in a pre-planned 
fashion will allow us to maximize the 
sanctuary space and follow all proto-
cols. We will be using the balcony 
and the dining room for overflow. 
Please remember to wear masks and 
social distance.  

Service Protocols 





We  had  a very successful  blood 
drive March 8th.  Thank you to all 
who donated.  Of those eligible to 
give blood, less than 10%  actually 
donate.   
 

Our next blood drive will be May 3rd. 
If you are interested in becoming a 
donor, or know of a friend who may 
wish to donate, please call Melva 
Dahl at 641-919-5761.   
 
Did you realize  one pint of whole 
blood saves 3 or more lives , and that 
every 2 seconds someone needs 
blood?  

We are inviting you to complete the Church 
Assessment Tool (CAT), an on-line instrument 
that will help leaders gauge the strength, vi-
tality, and trends in our church.  The infor-
mation gained from this assessment will be 
valuable in helping the leaders of The First 
United Methodist Church as they make deci-
sions about the future of  our church. 
  

Beginning today, we are asking you to go 
online by clicking on the link here:  
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
FIRSTUMCFAIRFIELDIA 
 
and tell us about your experiences in and pri-
orities for our church.  Please do not discuss 
the survey or your answers with others as 
this may influence their answers.  
  
If you need a paper copy, please come to the 
office, and we will provide one for you along 
with an envelope. 
  

All answers are strictly anonymous.  We have 
no way of matching any assessment to a par-
ticular person, so please feel free to candidly 
share your perceptions, opinions and experi-
ences.  Our future together is dependent on 
your participation and honest answers. 
  

If you have questions, please contact Carrie 
Brownlee at 641-919-6046 or mccbrown-
lee@gmail.com 
  

Many thanks, 

CAT Team 

Pastor Al, Elly Stremsterfer, Cole Boatright, 
Carrie Brownlee, Sylvia Richards, and 

Gloria Countryman 

Time for the  
CAT Survey! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FIRSTUMCFAIRFIELDIA
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FIRSTUMCFAIRFIELDIA


 

 

 

Library News – April 2021 

There’s much to anticipate during this month of 

April.  The continued advance of sunshine and 

warmer weather and new growth everywhere . . . 

and Easter.  That wonderful reminder of the Grace 

God has afforded us, that we can “begin again.”  

Former hindrances Forgiven, Forgotten and Free -  

from that which held us captive in one form or an-

other.  Praise Him!  

The Library has received a donation from a member 

of our congregation that is retiring soon.  His contri-

bution to our library includes several books about 

Marriage and marital relationships; most of which 

are authored by Gary Smalley.  Several of these se-

lections have been placed in the coffee area.  Oth-

ers are in the library. 

I have been working on the older books and up-

dating their categories, etc.  I am still watching 

“Touched By An Angel” episodes as I work.  Call me 

sometime – it would be fun to have company. 

Kathy Tollenaere 

 

First Fruits – April 2021 

First Fruits has again just  

received a whole set of knitted blocks by Bettye 

Brown and Twink Ball!  Marcia Gaines just complet-

ed a beautiful afghan, and not only that, Martha 

Plowman, from Douds, just contributed an afghan 

(created entirely by herself)!  Many thanks to those 

who have joined the ranks of those participating in 

this ministry.  I am sure the recipients of these af-

ghans will “feel the love!” 

We are still working on our own.  Perhaps before 

too long, we can meet together once again.  (The 

first Tuesday of each month.) 

Library Bookmark – April 2021 

If you haven’t read any of Charles Martin’s books yet, 
you might want to consider doing so.  He has written 
quite a number of books on quite a variety of life-
topics, all with intricately woven story lines.   

The last one I read was Chasing Fireflies.  All I can say, 
“Wow!”  It was an amazing read.  At present it is 
checked out and being read by both a husband and 
wife.  (It is hard to put down, once you begin reading) 
-It will be back in the coffee area before too long, on 
the “New Books” shelf.  – Kathy Tollenaere  

Through the Eyes of a Lion by Levi Lusko.  I cannot tell 
you how impactful this particular book is.  The Lusko 
family had three young daughters. Lusko’s transpar-
ency includes the fact that they had to face the loss 
of their five-year old daughter.  “. . . [God] can take 
the very thing you knew would break you and make 
you stronger.  This is a book we all need to read.” By 
Sheila Walsh, speaker, Bible teacher and bestselling 
author.  I also read this book… it was highly recom-
mended.  And now I highly recommend it to you.  – 
Kathy Tollenaere 

How Happiness Happens by Max Lucado.  Lucado 
offers information about life-altering, uplifting, heart-
stabilizing, peace-producing joy in this book.  At pre-
sent, you will find it in the “new books” section in the 
coffee area.  Later, you will find it on the 
“Encouragement” shelf in the second-floor library. 

How Happiness Happens study booklet will be found 
in the coffee area “Bible Study” section. 

For our younger readers, new Imagination Station 
books have been purchased and are now on the li-
brary shelves upstairs.  We are up to book 26, enti-
tled Swept into the Sea. 

 

On another note, sorry 
for the pun, I have no-
ticed a spinning card rack 
with all manner of 
greeting cards on it.  The 
sign says, “Does Some-
one Need to Hear from 
You today?  Take a card, 
take it home and send it 
to someone!” 



The Food Bank Ministry, a subcommittee of the 
Mission Committee, continues to grow 
(currently 51 people in 40 households) serving 
primarily elderly and disabled persons. Praise 
God that this ministry has been blessed  and is 
well-supported by contributors and by grants. 
Another grant application is in process for fund-
ing for food and for other items that will make 
the distribution and delivery process even easier 
and more efficient. Our next delivery date is 
Monday, April 5th. We are looking for more 
volunteers to help with delivery. If you would 
like to be involved with this vital ministry in 
any way, please contact Steve Ernst at 641-919-
6352 or Sylvia Richards at 641-451-0527. 
Thank you!  

Ladies of the church --  

At our March board meeting there 
were concerns discussed about con-
tinuation of our UMW group. We 
would welcome/encourage ladies to 
consider joining UMW. We also have 
some circle groups that hopefully will 
have meetings in the fall. 
 

New faces would be welcome at our 
board meetings and circle groups. 
Share in this mission of our church. 
Our next meeting will be Thursday, 
April 8 at 10 a.m. in the church dining 
room. 
 

Please consider joining UMW. More 
information can be obtained from 
Kathy Horn (919-9440) or Joan Salts 
(472-5651).   



Birthdays 
Donald Steele  4/1 

Nathan Whitney  4/1 

Deborah Billingsley 4/2 

Mindy Hoskins  4/2 

Coren Hucke  4/2 

Sue Hucke  4/2 

Koy Reed  4/2 

Kimberly Funkhouser 4/4 

Irene Crow   4/5 

Bonnie Banse  4/7 

Jan Hunerdosse  4/7 

Olivia Wallerich  4/8 

Robert Leazer  4/9 

Wade Stremsterfer 4/10 

Sheila Clements  4/11 

Alexander Gookin 4/12 

Marjorie Marine 4/12 

Joseph Daughtery 4/14 

Edythe Graby  4/14 

Jack Litton  4/15 

Carter Thompson 4/15 

Gregory Dorrell  4/16 

Patricia Centner  4/20 

Margery Heckenberg 4/21 

Ryan McLarney  4/21 

Ronda Logli  4/22 

Rebecca Porter  4/22 

Deana Schlicher  4/22 

Joyce Stanley  4/22 

Kyle Gilpin  4/23 

Mark Mayer  4/23 

Colleen Kimble  4/24 

Hunter Hoskins  4/26 

Janet Nash  4/26 

John Dahl  4/27 

Kristine Davis  4/28 

Gwen Marcellus 4/28 

Carol Parkin  4/28 

Keaton Burkhalter 4/30 

Scott Reneker  4/30 

Shirley Ridgeway 4/30 

   

Anniversaries  

Pete & Kathy Tollenaere April 1 

Warren & Joni Manning  April 9 

Charles & Jan Espy  April 17 

Charles & Sharyn Workman April 22 

Joe & Stacey Daugherty  April 29 

Joe  & Barb McLarney  April 29 

   

Do you have contact information to update or 

add? Contact our Membership Secretary,  

Staci Kraemer 

Dskraem5@gmail.com 

If you are interested in becoming a donor  or if 

you have a friend interested, please 

call Melva Dahl at 641-919-5761.   Please know 

your donations are greatly appreciated.  

 Monday, May 3rd  

2:00 p.m.—6:30 p.m.  



Look! 

Calling volunteers! 

North Castle is hidden in a frozen land. The King’s valiant Knights are on a quest in search of 

the King’s Armor. But the armor isn’t what they think it is. 

 

Knights of North Castle: Quest for the King’s Armor, invites children to be strong in the Lord 

and in the strength of God’s power by exploring how we put on the armor of God. Kids will 

take on the role of brave Knights and begin their quest each session by opening the King’s 

Book. They’ll explore Old and New Testament stories and discover different pieces of protec-

tive armor—the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of Justice, the Shoes of Peace, the Shield of 

Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation—at work in the lives of familiar Bible characters, and ex-

plore how that armor works in their own lives as they follow and serve God. 

 

Help kids take up the gauntlet this summer and accept the challenge to “armor up” and be 

strong by remaining with God and sharing God’s love in a world that needs it more than ever.  

Community Service Hours are available! 

Contact Elly for more info! 



April….how can that be? It seems like it was just yesterday that we were preparing for the Lenten season, and 
here we getting ready for Easter.  We are getting ready for one the most important days of the year. The day 

that Jesus rose. He rose. He has RISEN. He has RISEN indeed. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  

Over the last month, I have spent a lot of time reflecting. Preparing. In my last note I wrote for the Herald, I 
talked about preparing for all the new living things that were to be born on our farm in the coming weeks. 
Well, here we are with a lot of those things born...and we experienced so much heartache. I know a lot of peo-
ple from our congregation are friends with me on Facebook, and for those of you who are not, well...it was a 
rough few weeks.  We experienced our first lost of a dog, Penny. It had never occurred to me that when she 
had a rough 24 hours that she would never make it. My world was shattered. I am still completely heartbroken.  
 
Penny was my absolute pride and joy. She was the very first dog we had bred and raised. She was just oh so 
special. She had complications with her delivery and we did everything we could. We were with her the whole 
time., and at the end I chose to leave her in good hands to care for the new life she had. It wasn’t an easy decision, 
and had I known that this is how it would unfold….I don’t know if I could have made that same decision. She 
fought until the end and left this world with little puppies that arrived earlier than expected.  (We have successfully 
fostered them onto Callie, who now is feeding hers and Penny's puppies. ) 
 
We are doing all we can to see that these puppies make it. God reminds us of His plans for us. Jeremiah 29:11, “For 
I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and  a future.” Sometimes, we forget. We forget that while we are struggling, God is doing bigger and better 
things. We need to remember that sometimes things die so that new things can come from it. That is what I am 
choosing to hold onto.  
 
It is okay to hold onto something, as long as we can continue to move forward. Lessons and positivity can be found 
in each situation, if we chose to find it. M. K. Clinton quotes, “The world 
would be a nicer place if everyone had the ability to love as uncondition-
ally as a dog.” Penny was just that. Someone who loved unconditional-
ly...and it is something that we all need to work on. 
 
In the coming month, I want to encourage each one of you to find one 
Bible verse that applies to something you are going through or something  
happy. Open your Bible randomly and find one, or google happy scrip-
tures.  I have the two I am going to spend my time focusing on.  
 

Elly  
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