
Our Mission 
Knowing Christ,  

Sharing His love, 

Helping others to know Him. 
 

Minister: 

Pastor Al Coffin 

319-899-4945    

coffinal2010@gmail.com   

Youth Director: 

Elly Stremsterfer 

641-919-7840 

ellystrem@gmail.com  
 

SPPR Co-Chairs: Kim Funkhouser 

& Sylvia Richards 

Facebook: Fairfield First United 

Methodist Church  

Website: FairfieldMeth-

odistChurch.org  

Email:  FUMCFairfield-

First@gmail.com                                                    

Weekly Radio Broadcast:  

Sunday at 10:40 am,  

1570 AM – KMCD                                      

Prayer Link: Email or phone the 

church office 641-472-4303,  

fumcfairfieldfirst@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  

Monday thru Thursday 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Did you answer our Facebook 

question? Look inside to find 

out the answer! 

We are back in person! Please 
remember the following: 
 Masks covering the mouth and 

nose 
 Social distancing 
 Hum only, no singing (we know 

it is hard!) 

mailto:fumcfairfieldfirst@gmail.com


Summing it all up, friends, I'd say you'll do best by filling your minds and meditating on things true, no-
ble, reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious - the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not the ugly; 
things to praise, not things to curse. (Philippians 4:8, the Message)   

     This passage was written to inspire Christians for upcoming hardships, so they and we can recognize 
beauty even in the midst of struggle.  Winter has always been a struggle for me, so I try to challenge my-
self in the winter. 
     My immediate target?  Let me spell it out … L-E-N-T.  As I have been reflecting on this and other 
passages of scripture as the Lenten season approached and then began, the task became clear and the 
change from my usual practice became obvious.  I don’t know if this is true for anyone else, but my usu-
al practice (not my intent, but undeniably my practice) has been to find something I’ve been doing that is 
not good for me, but that I like to do, and stop doing it for six weeks.  Then, I try to substitute something 
that is good for me, and that I can somehow conveniently fit into the gap left by the thing I’ve given up 
for Lent.  Does that sound familiar to anyone else?  The problem is, that this process, which I have near-
ly always done, is almost perfectly … backwards. 
     This year I have committed to approaching Lent from the opposite direction.  Selecting something 
good, that I need to be doing, committing to that, and then … let me say that again … and then figuring 
out how to get that thing done.  
     So, I have a challenge for all of you, this winter, this Lent.  
     We have a practice at our Administrative Board meetings where we begin by proclaiming some cele-
bration.  I want to tweak that practice a bit by changing its name from “Celebrations” to “God Sight-
ings.”  Where, in your daily life, have you seen, heard, felt God at work in the world.  Let me offer two 
more tools to help make this a little less intimidating. 
     First, call a friend and get them to commit to doing this with you.  Set a time and place each week 
where you can meet to discuss what you’ve seen/heard/felt.  Start and end each of these sessions with the 
words from our Philippians passage. 
     Second, pick a SPECIFIC day that will be your time for watching for God.  Something along the lines 
of, “Everywhere I go, and everything I do, I’m going to be watching for God … on WEDNES-
DAYS!”  Then maybe meet with your friend on Thursdays.  You’re allowed to see God at work any day, 
but on Wednesdays, go hunting. 
     This won’t cost a dime.  It isn’t even really a time commitment, unless you habitually spend Wednes-
days in a dark room under the bed.  If so, go hunting for God on Tuesdays and fill your day with things 
that are true, noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious - the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not 
the ugly.  Fill one day with things to praise.  Good hunting! 
 

Pastor Al 

 

Jesus’ 40 

Days in the 

wilderness 

Word Search 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/philippians/4-8.html


Library Bookmark – March 2021 

A new family movie has just been added               to the 

“line-up” in the coffee area.  Second Chances has a “G” 

rating.  I have already    watched it.  Do you like chil-

dren and horses?     And happy endings?  A “take-

away:”  Don’t      ever give up Hope (and Generosity)! 

Two “board books” for the younger set have joined the 

library shelves:  The GIFT I Can Give     by Kathie Lee 

Gifford and The Great Farma-palooza by Jill Roman 

Lord. 

I highly recommend the new library book:      When 

God Doesn’t Fix It (Lessons you never wanted to learn, 

truths you can’t live without)     by Laura Story.   The 

true story of the author     and her husband and the 

dramatic changes that took place in their lives, the nec-

essary ones that needed to take place, and the 

(continuing)  lessons and growth in their relationships 

with each other, with God and with others. 

I Love Growing Older But I’ll Never Grow Old –    by J. 

Ellsworth Kales.  The focus of this author is  to continue 

to grow – not think you will reach perfection by just 

getting to one point or doing things one way.  We need 

to stay open and learn from others, needing reflection 

and wisdom and not becoming stagnant or set in our 

ways.  With humility, we will continue to grow.  --- re-

viewed by Marj Evans 

Library News – March 2021 

Expect to see something different  in the coffee 

area for the month of  March.  Because we are 

all looking forward to Spring (!) and we equate 

March with the color green, all the books on 

the far right shelves  will have Green as the 

predominant color on their covers. 

Don’t believe in LUCK?  I used to be skeptical   

about professing such a belief until I met the 

former director of the Tentmaker organization 

through which we were privileged to receive      

four youth directors in our church (Kim Leet   

Funkhouser being the first). 

His words to me?  “Kathy, I didn’t used to       

believe in “Luck,” but now I do.”  I looked at        

him in amazement.  “Do you know what LUCK 

stands for?  Living Under Christ’s Kindness.” 

There you go.  An acronym!  We have the  defi-

nition and we do live under Christ’s kindness! 

Top o’ the Month to ye!                                        

Kathy T 

First Fruits – March 2021 

We have been “loosely organized,” and that’s not  a bad thing.  Many thanks to Bettye Brown for continuing  

to knit 7”x9” blocks for the  Warm Up America afghans that we give away!  Recently, Bettye’s friend Twink 

Ball also donated. 

In mid-February, during the first few cold  days (but before the Really cold days), two beautiful afghans were 

taken to The Shelter  in Iowa City.   We have several people putting blocks together,  so I anticipate there will 

be  more afghans before long! 

Join us if you’d like!  We knit and crochet the blocks and we hand-sew or crochet the blocks together.  

Kathy T 





Thank You to All Participating in the Food Bank 

Ministry  
The anticipated video on the Food Bank Ministry of Fair-

field First United Methodist Church is finished and has 

been posted on the church’s YouTube channel! https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=WeCjbiF0hGc&feature=youtu.be 

We are grateful for the many volunteers and supporters 

who participate each month in this ministry to deliver food 

to elderly and disabled persons in and around Fairfield. On 

behalf of everyone participating in this ministry, we would 

like to thank Jason Strong, the videographer, for coming 

out and filming our delivery process last fall. We would 

also like to thank Werner Elmker, the video editor, for his 

artistry in producing the final video. In addition to viewing 

the video on YouTube, it is posted on the church’s website, 

and we expect that it will be played as a public service on 

Fairfield Public Access Television (FPAC9).   

Both Jason and Werner are very generous in offering their 

time and talent to serve the Community in many ways. Ja-

son is executive director of Fairfield Media Center that 

provides training, tools, and knowledge to facilitate crea-

tive expression through video in Fairfield (https://

www.fairfieldmediacenter.com). Werner is owner of the 

Werner Elmker Audio-Visual Studio in Fairfield and grac-

es us with beautiful videos, photos, and instrumental music 

through Facebook and through his service to businesses 

and individuals (http://elmker.com). We are very grateful 

for contributing their skills in the production of this video. 

Thank you also to everyone who participates in the Food 

Bank Ministry. Our clientele is growing, and we anticipate 

delivering food to 43 households on March 1st, up from 36 

households in February. For more information, or to re-

ceive food, or participate in the delivery process, please 

contact Steve Ernst at 641-919-6352. Thank you. 

 

High School Seniors 

& Under-Graduate 

Students please 

watch the mail for 

scholarship applica-

tions! Submissions 

are due to the 

church office by  

April 6th. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeCjbiF0hGc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeCjbiF0hGc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeCjbiF0hGc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.fairfieldmediacenter.com/
https://www.fairfieldmediacenter.com/
http://elmker.com/


PLANNING OUR FUTURE TOGETHER! 
 

We are inviting you to complete the Church Assessment Tool (CAT), an on-line instrument that 
will help leaders gauge the strength, vitality, and trends in our church.  The information 
gained from this assessment will be valuable in helping the leaders of The First United Meth-
odist Church as they make decisions about the future of  our church. 
 

In a few weeks, you will receive an email with a unique link to the CAT.  Beginning March 21st, 
we are asking you to go online by clicking on the link provided and tell us about your experi-
ences in and priorities for our church.  Please do not discuss the survey or your answers with 
others as this may influence their answers. 
 

If you need a paper copy, please come to the office, and we will provide one for you along 
with an envelope to be able to return your survey anonymously.  Please return completed  
surveys by mail, or placing in the mail slot in the church’s office. 
 

All answers are strictly anonymous.  We have no way of matching any assessment to a partic-
ular person, so please feel free to candidly share your perceptions, opinions and experiences.  
Our future together is dependent on your participation and honest answers. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Carrie Brownlee at 641-919-6046 or mccbrown-
lee@gmail.com 
 

Many thanks, 

CAT Team 
Pastor Al, Elly Stremsterfer, Cole Boatright,  

Carrie Brownlee, Sylvia Richards, and Gloria 
Countryman 



Helping 
with  

"Come To 
Supper" 

meal 
 
          Our Church 
will be starting up 
again with assis-
tance for the 
weekly "Come To 
Supper" meal that 
has been going on 
for some time at 
the First Lutheran Church. As you may recall, our Church was very involved with this effort prior to the covid
-19 restrictions going into place. In the past we prepared meals, took them to the Lutheran Church and served 
them in their basement. With weekly meals now being distributed on a carry out basis, the Lutheran Church is 
only asking for our assistance by providing and cooking the main course of the meal. People from their 
Church will continue handing out the meals and we will not be involved in that part of things. 
 
I've volunteered to coordinate this effort at our Church, and am looking for any people that are willing to help 
with the meal preparation. Our first meal to provide is on Tuesday, March 16th. I'm planning on preparing 12 
pans of our famous turkey casserole with the idea of having enough for 110 to 120 people. If would like to 
cook a turkey or help assemble the casseroles on Monday, March 15th in our Church basement, I could sure 
use the help. With that effort done, we will then cook them the next day and deliver them to the First Lutheran 
Church by 3pm for those people to hand out. All food items will be provided by our mission's budget. 
 
If you are interested in helping, please contact me. This will be an ongoing effort with our Church preparing a 
meal every third Tuesday of the month. If you cannot help out one time or another please don't give up. We 
need to do our part in keeping this worthy community project going.        
 
Thanks, 
Pete Tollenaere 641-472-9479 or 641-919-9479 

Missions  
 

For more than 50 years, United Methodist congregations have been taking part in a special of-

fering, laying the foundation for the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s ministry of relief 

and hope.  UMCOR’s work of alleviating human suffering around the world includes disaster 

relief and supplies, disaster risk reduction, health, and humanitarian development.  UMCOR 

responds to U.S. and international disasters, addresses diseases and poverty, assists refugees and 

immigrants, provides clean water and works to reduce hunger.  The Missions Committee sup-

ports U.S. and international disaster relief by giving $2,000 to UMCOR as part of this special 

Sunday offering on Sunday, March 14th.  To join in on the giving, please make your check paya-

ble to the IA Annual Conference of UMC and write UMCOR Sunday in the memo line. 

 

The Missions Committee is also involved in local emergency assistance work.  During the Feb-

ruary Missions Committee meeting, the Committee voted to give $1,500 to SIEDA for emer-

gency and utility assistance for our community during this difficult time.   

 

Coming Soon: The Missions Committee will be sponsoring a food drive for the Lord’s Cup-

board.  Stay tuned for additional details! 

 

Any ideas for new missions can be directed to Megan Nelson at 641-919-6559. 

https://www.umcmission.org/umcor


Birthdays 
Janice Hyde  3/1 

Barbara Dickins   3/3 

Brendon Marcellus 3/3 

Butch (Max) Bloomquist 3/4 

Jennifer McLarney 3/4 

Elizabeth Stever  3/5 

Margaret Kelly  3/6 

Marilyn Messer  3/6 

Rachel Funkhouser  3/7 

Chloe Stever  3/7 

Grace Stever  3/7 

Shirley Thompson 3/7 

Michelle Higgins  3/8 

Adam Mueller  3/10 

Nancy Behner  3/11 

Heidi Sirdoreus  3/11 

Bo Jones   3/12 

Connie Miller  3/12 

Brian Messer  3/13 

LuAnn Davis  3/14 

Josh Hyde  3/14 

Bettye Shock  3/15 

Griffin Hammel  3/16 

Theo Wagner  3/16 

Dorothy Webb  3/19 

Barbara Buch  3/20 

Gary Henry  3/20 

Loreena Hucke  3/20 

Amanda Lamb  3/20 

Jillyan Wise  3/20 

Ken Angstead  3/21 

Justin Hurley  3/21 

Mindy Fitzsimmons 3/24 

Ryne Phillips  3/24 

Lisa Burkhalter  3/27 

Jane Hunt  3/27 

Mary Helen Leathers 3/27 

Doris Eklund  3/28 

Lorene Danielson  3/29 

Rachel Howell  3/29 

LuAnne Jones  3/30 

Adam McIntyre  3/30 

Kelly Cecchini  3/31 

Douglas Flournoy  3/31 

Anniversaries  
Carrie & Mark Brownlee March 3 

Kelly & Amy Burkhart  March 3 

Adam & Lisa Burkhalter  March 10 

Rick & Mae Herman  March 26 

Ben & Melissa Huff  March 29 

Do you have contact information to update or 

add? Contact our Membership Secretary,  

Staci Kraemer 

Dskraem5@gmail.com 

The Finance Committee would like to 
thank you for your continued support of 
our Church and its mission. We were able 
to finish 2020 with all obligations paid! 
We will provide timely updated of our fi-
nancial status throughout the coming 
year. 
 
God Bless, 
Gary Roth -Finance Chair & Committee 
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