Ash Wednesday is
February 17th

Our Mission
Knowing Christ,
Sharing His love,
Helping others to know Him.
Minister:
Pastor Al Coffin
319-899-4945 coffinal2010@gmail.com
Youth Director:
Elly Stremsterfer
641-919-7840
ellystrem@gmail.com

Sunday, February 7th
In-Person Worship Service
at 10:35 a.m.

SPPR Co-Chairs: Kim Funkhouser &
Sylvia Richards
Facebook: Fairfield First United Methodist Church
Website: FairfieldMethodistChurch.org
Email: FUMCFairfieldFirst@gmail.com
Weekly Radio Broadcast:
Sunday at 10:40 am,
1570 AM – KMCD
Prayer Link: Email or phone the church
office 641-472-4303, fumcfairfieldfirst@gmail.com

Drive-Thru 11:45 – 12:15 p.m.
If neither of these options work for
Office Hours:
you and you would like to receive
HOLY COMMUNION, please call or Monday thru Thursday
email the church office.

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

End of January. Beginning of February. Winter has become O-O-O-O-O-O-O-L-D. That’s right, that was
SEVEN capital Os, and I meant every one of them. The problem with winter being so O-O-O-O-O-O-O-L-D
is that here in Iowa, where I was born and where I have spent most of my life, spring is still very far away. I
don’t mean March 21 . I mean warmth; I mean sun; I mean daylight that lasts all day instead of midmorning to midafternoon. As you can see, I have a problem, because THAT day comes much later than March 21 , at least around here.
I used to feel all alone this time of year, but I was wrong. These feelings of dissatisfaction/anxiety/unhappiness, OK
st

st

I’ll say it, depression. Lots of people get like this, just like me, this time of year. Especially … this year. What is ordinarily experienced this time of year is extraordinarily experienced when so many things are causing us stress. You won’t need me to spell it
out … watch the news. Did you know that January is ordinarily known as Divorce Month? Makes me wonder what to call February. Let’s give February a name. Let’s call it Waiting Until Spring Before Making Desperate Decisions Month.

Since I’m not alone, I thought there might be some scriptures that address these feelings. This time I was

right. Here are some of my favorites:

Psalm 34:17 Is anyone crying for help? God is listening, ready to rescue you.

Isaiah 41:10 Don't panic. I'm with you. There's no need to fear for I'm your God. I'll give you
strength. I'll help you. I'll hold you steady, keep a firm grip on you.
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 All praise to the God and Father of our Master, Jesus the Messiah! Father of all
mercy! God of all healing counsel! He comes alongside us when we go through hard times, and before you know it, he brings us alongside someone else who is going through hard times so that we can
be there for that person just as God was there for us.
Philippians 4:8 Summing it all up, friends, I'd say you'll do best by filling your minds and meditating on things true, noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious - the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not the ugly; things to praise, not things to curse.
Brothers and sisters, we have to find something positive that we can all focus on. Are there differences among
us? Of course there are. Can we compromise and find some acceptable middle ground? Not always. Some of these things go too
deep and involve too many complex emotions to lend themselves to compromise. But do we have to agree on everything before
we can do something positive, accomplish some positive good? Can’t we go in the same car and deliver some groceries to someone, anyone, who is hungry? Can we go together and shovel someone’s drive who needs a hand, even if they never say thank you?
I say, “Yes, we can do that, even if we aren’t feeling that.” And when we have done that together our relationship will be
stronger.
Psalm 126:2 Then our mouth [will be] filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it
[will be] said among the nations, ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’

See you on the road,
Pastor Al

Thank you to all the volunteers and supporters of the Food Bank
Ministry for delivering 1707 lbs. of food to 49 people in 35
households. If any elderly or disabled persons are in need of
food assistance, please let us know. Our next delivery will be on
Monday, February 1st. We continue to hone our operation and
are finding ways to continue this ministry safely and comfortably
even in the colder months of the year.
If anyone would like to assist in the operation, either in setting
up, delivering, or cleaning up, please contact Steve Ernst at 641919-6352 or Sylvia Richards at 641-451-0527.

Library News – February 2021
Though every month (every day) is a Daywith-Heart, we always equate February
with Valentine’s Day! As you ready yourselves to be the “Best Valentine EVER,
(Men) what could be a better gift for your
sweetheart than a small box of chocolates (or a frothy
drink), a book and the time to enjoy both? Hmmmm.
This works for the guys, too, doesn’t it, Ladies?
Coincidentally (lol), speaking of books… Have I got a report for you!! I began a Reading Program for both adults
and young people/children in January 2017, shortly after
the second floor library opened. AND I have kept records
“on the sly.” (Not sly anymore, are they?! At the end of
2017, adults had checked out a total of 196 church library
books; 2018 had a total of 116 books; 2019 had a total of
139 books, and 2020 (despite the Covid difficulties) had
112 books checked out! Hurrah!
Another interesting fact you might enjoy is the number of
TIMES particular books have been checked out during this
four-year time period! Keep in mind that new books continue to be acquired and have had differing periods of
time on the shelves!

for perusal on the coffee table in the “Coffee Area
outside the office.
Most of the books from the “Inspiration” shelves in
the library have been placed on a shelf in the Coffee
Area, for the month of February.
In early January youngsters (pre-school through fifth
grade) were invited to participate in their own reading program. If they participate, they can read
church library books or not and color pages I supplied. When they return their colored pages, they
will be given another. Older young people through
young adults will be given reading credit as
“Adults.” (Of course, there are always prizes.) We
look forward to seeing those colored pages displayed as we come back to church!
Enjoy February! Seek God’s Heart and be his personal Valentine gift to someone (or more than one
someone)!
Hugs! Kathy Tollenaere

Two books have had 12 or more readers: The Magnolia
Story (found in the Christian Life section) by Chip and Joanna Gaines, and Was it By Chance? (found on the library
counter) by Keith Shafer.
Sixteen books have been read by 5 to 9 readers each: Beneath Copper Falls (fiction) by Colleen Coble, The (7
book) O’Malley series (fiction) by Dee Henderson, Uncommon Heroes (fiction) by Dee Henderson, True Devotion (fiction) by Dee Henderson, Falling into Place
(Inspiration) by Hattie Kaufman, Two Weeks (fiction) by
Karen Kingsbury, Grace, Not Perfection (Inspiration) by
Emily Ley, You’ll Get Through This (Encouragement) by
Max Lucado, One Simple Act (Fiction) by Debbie MaComber, and The Reason (Inspiration) by Lacie Sturm.
I will have a complete list of books checked out, including
lists of two through four people available

First Fruits – February 2021
We now have two finished afghans and are waiting
for a couple more to be finished before giving them
away.
We are still not meeting in person, but will continue
to work at home. Let me know if you need yarn.
Also, contact me if you have blocks, an afghan, etc.
to drop off at the church! I would be Happy to meet
you there. ~Kathy T

Library Bookmark – February 2021
Send Down the Rain (fiction) by Charles Martin. I
like the way this author takes you down many parts of
the lead characters’ lives. Life in general has many
twists and turns and the author makes you feel like
you have the story figured out and then there is a twist.
The lead characters, Allie and Joseph, are strong people with strong values and in the end do the Right
Thing, despite their inner emotions at times. A good
read that demonstrates how complex life can be.
---Reviewed by Marj Evans

Favorite Dog Stories (fiction) by James Herriot. I
liked this book. The stories caught my attention and
were very good. ---Reviewed by Marge Marine
The Heart of a Mother (Inspiration) compiled by
Wayne Holmes. This is a compilation of sixty short
stories of inspiration and encouragement revealing a
mother’s heart, written by a host of authors, “written
for moms as well as the grown-up kids who love them,
and they will be read again and again, savored and
shared.”
---This review was taken, in part, from the
back cover of this book.
Half Finished by Lauraine Snelling. If you knit, crochet, quilt and/or craft at all (or know someone who
does), you also probably know there are a number of
unfinished projects lying around the house (truth!). A
group of friends form an accountability group that
soon grows and expands… delightfully so, and in a
variety of (surprising?) ways.
---An enjoyable read! By Kathy Tollenaere
You could leave a short review of a book that you
have particularly enjoyed sometime! Just leave it in
the book when you return it! (That would be greatly
appreciated by many of us!)
You are always welcome to peruse the books in the
Coffee Area… but it’s a short trip to the second floor
where you would have a wonderful selection from
which to choose! (Leave me a note, if you don’t find
me there!)
Appreciatively, Kathy Tollenaere

Missions Committee
The Human Relations Day Sunday celebration was
held on January 17, 2021. During this celebration,
United Methodists help bridge the gap between
church and community by participating in the Human
Relations Day church-wide offering.
Why do we celebrate Special Sundays?
United Methodists celebrate on specific days to unite
and make clear the commitment of the church as the
people of God, and to give everyone the opportunity
to contribute to special programs approved and supported by the church. For stories on how you make a
difference visit UMC.org/yourimpact.
How do your gifts support Human Relations?
We are called to make an impact in communities
where our brothers and sisters in Christ lack the resources or tools to reach their God-given potentials.
Our gifts are part of building beloved community
through faith-based volunteer programs, community
developers and programs that work with at-risk teens.
For more than half a century, United Methodists have
observed this church-wide special Sunday in recognition of the message Jesus demonstrated during his
life: Each of God’s children are equally important.
The Missions Committee will be collecting the Human Relations Day offering via mail this year, since
we are not meeting in person at the church. If you
would like to make a contribution, then please make
your check payable to the IA Annual Conference of
UMC and write Human Relations Sunday in the
memo line.
Any questions can be directed to Megan Nelson at
641-919-6559. Thank you for supporting this mission!

Administrative Council Meeting. January 5, 2021
Attendance: Elly Stremsterfer, Dave Neff, Francis Horn, Kathy Tollenaere, Pete Tollenaere, Gloria Countryman, Sylvia Richards, Carrie Brownlee, Joan Salts, Megan Nelson, Joe Daugherty, Jim Flinspach, Sharon Flinspach
The minutes of the December 1, 2020 meeting were approved online. Opening prayer was given by Dave Neff.
Loving Witness: Kathy Horn said someone told her how much they missed our bazaar because their grandchildren
were unable to “shop” for their family. Sylvia Richards reported that Will Richards has been appointed as a lay pastor
(1/4 charge) at the Unionville United Methodist Church in Unionville, Iowa, and began his ministry on December 15.
Additions to agenda: Bishop Haller reminded us that churches may reopen after January 10. However, she stated that
positivity rates above 15% indicate that a church should plan to stay closed. Discussion was held on all sides of the
issue of opening/staying closed. It was decided to wait for Pastor Al to return and then have a meeting of the subcommittee.
Committee Reports:
Christian Education: No report
Missions: Megan Nelson reported that they met in December. They donated $250 to Bidwell-Riverside and $250 to
the Well in Fairfield.
Worship: No meeting was held in December. Joan Salts thanked the people who helped plan and record the Christmas
Eve service: Fred Hucke, Jim Edgeton, Pastor Al, Gary Roth, Werner Elmker and others involved with the technology.
Permanent Endowment: Pete Tollenaere mentioned that the end of the year looked hopeful for our investments.
Memorials: No report
Membership: No report
UMW: Kathy Horn said they hope to meet this month. They may consider having a spring tenderloin meal.
Library: Kathy Tollenaere contacted Martha Flinspach about going through the historical items in the library and in
the finance office.
Finance: Dave Neff reported that our total contributions for 2020 were $212,031.00 and our net income was
$16,429.00. He discussed using PayPal for contributions and how the fee for using PayPal is 2.9%. The Finance committee will discuss whether it should be a fee the church pays or take the fee out of the contributor’s amount. Total
pledges for 2021 are $168,268.88. It was also shared that givers can make a transfer from their bank to our account.
Apportionments were paid in full for 2020. The budget was approved at the December 2020 finance meeting. We are
planning to post some financial information in the Herald each month.
Discussion was held about the PayPal issue. It was discussed that we should be sure to tell the congregation how PayPal works. We are hoping that PayPal will reduce the rate to 2.2% plus a $.30 flat fee. It was suggested that we have
an expense account in our books to show the fee as an expense rather than to take it out of the giver’s financial statement.
Trustees: Joe Daugherty said the Trustees’ year has been productive! They are working on the radiators and heating
in the church. Another project is obtaining quotes and information to redo the flooring in the east entry as the floor is
peeling around the stairway. The north church doors are installed and look marvelous! We should be getting a check
from the insurance company for the rest of the money for the door. A section of the sanctuary ceiling needs to be repaired and recommendations for a repair person are needed. The projector in the sanctuary is repaired. We are looking
for someone to do snow removal beginning late fall 2021. We need volunteers to help with snow removal as well. The
elevator is working well.
Staff/Parish: Sylvia Richards said the committee will meet January 11. As SPPR co-chair, Kim Funkhouser will attend the Finance meetings to represent SPPR.
Nominations: We need a chair for the Memorials committee, the Finance committee, and Trustees.
Staff Reports: Elly reported that we now have a YouTube channel. Worship services from July through the end of
the year were uploaded to the channel. Statements of giving were printed today and hopefully will be sent out next
week. Work on the Statistical Reports for the Iowa UMC has begun.
The money that was received from the Thanksgiving meal will go to the Food Bank ministry. It was $420.00 and will
cover roughly 2 months of meals. The delivery of food went very well on January 4.
The next meeting is February 2, 2021 at 7:00 PM. Sharon Flinspach, Secretary pro-tem

2021
Summer
Camp
schedule is
now open!

https://www.iaumc.org/camps

Scholarships are available! Contact Elly
High School Seniors and
Under-Graduate Students
please watch the mail for
scholarship applications!
Submissions are due to the
church office by
April 6th.

Please watch your email (check your junk/
spam folder), Facebook and listen to the radio for announcements regarding services!

Birthdays
Lorelee Brown
Pamela Cubbage
Melissa Huff
Jeanne Meyers
Bernita Pettit
Claire Thompson
Betsy Howland
Sharon Schafer
Jonathon Huff
Ricky Porter
Christine Shaw
Aaron Davis
Dale Unkrich
Bode Hoskins
Larry Swaim
Jackson Stremsterfer
Barbara Schneckloth
Jeffery Koontz
Gary Roth
Blake Carnahan
Samantha Herman
Jeff Payne
Sarah Flinspach
Gayle Gilpin
Sheryl Payne
Janice Rider
Tina Breen
Jeffrey Marsh
John Stever
Richard Day

2/2
2/2
2/6
2/6
2/8
2/9
2/10
2/10
2/12
2/13
2/14
2/15
2/15
2/16
2/16
2/17
2/19
2/20
2/20
2/22
2/23
2/23
2/24
2/24
2/25
2/26
2/27
2/27
2/27
2/28

Do you have contact information to
update or add? Contact our Membership Secretary,
Staci Kraemer
Dskraem5@gmail.com

Anniversaries
Chris & Debra Davis
Donald & Deborah Steele
Charles & Teresa Drobny

February 11th
February 24th
February 28th

March 1st
2:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Contact Melva Dahl to
schedule an appointment

Re-Opening Plan & Procedures
Our first indoor service will be on Sunday, January 31st.
Even as we enter Yellow Light Status, High-risk individuals should continue to worship with us
VIRTUALLY. This would include: people over 60, those with underlying conditions or other vulnerabilities, those who have tested positive, and those who have been exposed to someone
Covid19 positive in the last 14 days, and anyone that have any symptoms. This includes staff, volunteers, parishioners and guests.
In order to be able to safely come back inside, FUMC Re-Opening Sub-Committee met and established these guidelines. They must be followed in order to protect all those worshiping together.
Capacity: The first few months of indoor worship, capacity will be extremely limited. As we continue to work out the different possible scenarios that may arise, we have set up the dining
room to stream the Virtual Service should we reach our maximum capacity in the sanctuary.
Facial Covering: Masks or Facial Coverings are required and must be worn correctly. Our ushers
have been trained on the proper way to wear a mask, and if there is an issue with yours, our
ushers will let you know. We will have some available if needed.
Entrance: There will be two points of entry, the East entrance and the Southwest entrance. Please
watch for social distancing markers. As we move into the church, we understand that it may
become congested. Please be patient and remain socially distanced while waiting as this is new
territory for us all.
Seating: Ushers will direct you to a specific seat. Please sit there, as we have measured out the
required social distancing guidelines. You will NOT be able to pick your own seat or sit where
you normally sit.
Offering: There will be two offering boxes located at both entrances/exits. Please drop your offering in there. We will still hum the doxology and have an offertory prayer.
Communion: The prefilled communion cups with wafer will be handed out at the end of the service as attendees are leaving the church.
Singing: At this time, please avoid singing. Hum.
Water Fountain: The water fountains are turned off. If you think you will need a drink during
the service, please bring a water bottle from home.
Dismissal: Upon completion of the service, ushers will dismiss the congregation by pews. If asked
to exit out the west entrance, there is an entire flight of stairs. Please do not remain in the sanctuary and have conversations.
Before or after service: Please refrain from socializing before and after services indoors. You
may converse in the parking lot. Please remember to socially distance.

This is a gentle reminder that you will be seated, and depending on how full the sanctuary is upon
your arrival, the dining room may be where you will be attending church. Please be patient and
extend some grace as we navigate these uncertain waters.
Sincerely,

FUMC Re-Opening
Sub-Committee

Did you read what Pastor Al wrote? My response…. Nailed
It!
January and February can really seem to drag o-n-n-n-n-n-n-n
(7 n’s, lol). With lack of sunshine on my runs, I feel that SAD
(seasonal affective disorder) is something that rears its ugly
head in my life. From The Mayo Clinic Website, “Seasonal
affective disorder (SAD) is a type of depression that's related
to changes in seasons — SAD begins and ends at about the
same times every year. If you're like most people with SAD,
your symptoms start in the fall and continue into the winter
months, sapping your energy and making you feel moody.
Less often, SAD causes depression in the spring or early summer.” Yet, I find myself trying to train my brain to find those
good things (yes, I am still talking about that.). February for
me, is like a pre-game month…even though the Super Bowl
is in this month.
You see, February is a month we, meaning Wade and I, spend
prepping for ‘spring.’ Like Pastor Al said, spring doesn’t actually come on March 21st when the calendar says, it shows
up whenever it feels like…and it is usually like my husband
Wade, fashionably late. Regardless, March 1st comes and it is
all hands on deck at our farm. We have calves, kids (the goat
kid, not the human kid) and puppies all waiting to decide it is
time to make their entrance into this grand world…and it is
my absolute favorite time of the year.
So back to February… We spend the time prepping and preparing for all the things to start taking place. Do we have this
ready for that possible scenario? Are alarms set? Is this mom
still acting normal? With this preparing, it is so easy to get
caught up in the doing, which is my specialty. I am a doer. It
is hard for me to slow down to enjoy the process. The thinking. The present. Being present. Appreciating the here and
now and not just focusing on what is next.
So, I am back again with reminding us all to find those things
to be thankful for.
Today, I am thankful for: being out of quarantine, talking to
my mom on the phone last night (I haven’t seen her since August), running outside yesterday with no wind, my kids being
able to go back to school and dishes to wash, because that
means I have food to cook.
Find those 5 things to be thankful for...each month, each
week or each day. You can do it; I know you can.

-Elly

Things I am Thankful For:
1. _____________
2. _____________
3. _____________
4. _____________
5. _____________

Challenge!
Can you find this heart in one of
the church window. First one to
email me where they find it wins
a gift from me!
ellystrem@gmail.com
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