
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
Knowing Christ,  

Sharing His love, 

Helping others to know Him. 
 

Minister: 

Pastor Al Coffin 

319-899-4945   

coffinal2010@gmail.com   

Youth Director: 

Elly Stremsterfer 

641-472-4303   

ellystrem@gmail.com  
 

SPPR Chair: Carrie Brownlee 

mccbrownlee@gmail.com  

Facebook: Fairfield First United 

Methodist Church  

Website: 

FairfieldMethodistChurch.org  

Email:  

FUMCFairfieldFirst@gmail.com                                                    

Weekly Radio Broadcast:  

Sunday at 10:40 am,  

1570 AM – KMCD                                      

Prayer Link: Email or phone the 

church office 641-472-4303, 

fumcfairfieldfirst@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  

Monday thru Thursday 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday/Thursday 

  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, November 1st     

10:30 a.m. worship service. 
 

Drive-Thru 11:30 – 12:00 p.m.  

If neither of these options 

work for you and you would 

like to receive HOLY 

COMMUNION, please call or 

email the church office. 
 

 

Join us on 

November 1st as 

we celebrate 

All Saints’ Day 

and Holy 

Communion 

Please contact 

Elly if you are 

interested in 

helping usher 

mailto:fumcfairfieldfirst@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind.’[c] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’[d] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

(Matt 22:37-40) 

     As Christians, these words drive us to seek God in the World, to understand God’s purpose 

for our individual and corporate existence, to find where Jesus is at work and run to that place.  

We love God with all that we are so, we want more; more ways to do good works, more ways 

to meet more and more other disciples of Christ, more and more opportunities to help our friend 

Jesus as he makes more and more disciples.  All we want to do is change the world. 

     This is why we band together, why we continually look at our ministries and the people 

toward whom we are focusing these ministries.  This is why we are constantly alert for what is 

working well and what is not, why we are always looking to GROW, becoming in Christ more 

and more like Christ. 

     We do this instinctively as individual Christians, but deliberately as congregations, and 

denominations.  As United Methodists, every year we take a hard look at how things are in our 

part of the connection, while trying to keep a vision clearly before us of how we’d like things to 

be.   

     Within our denomination, we are constantly looking for new ways to move in new places 

that invite new people to join us as – together – we seek a richer relationship with God, through 

Christ, by the empowering agency of the Holy Spirit.  You know, same things Christians have 

always done. 

     At the local church there are many ways we can do this, but for the most part it’s always 

some variation on a basic plan: 

 We look EVERYWHERE for God at work in the world, also keeping our eyes peeled 

for seekers, people who are just realizing that they want more, too. 

 We introduce those folks, as often as we can find them, to the Jesus that we know. 

 We organize our church family so that these seekers and Jesus can get acquainted, and 

so that the seekers can identify and develop their God-given strengths. 

 And in the course of all this, they become us, disciples who commit all that we are to 

strengthening the church of our friend, Jesus Christ, so that more and more beloved 

children of God can get an introduction to the Jesus that we know.  So that we can – 

you know – change the world. 

     Every year we take a look at how we’re doing and make a plan for how we want to proceed 

for the next year.  We call that process Charge Conference.  It’s all about how we are going to 

love God, and our neighbors.  Pray for us, because we are in this to make a difference. 

See you on the road, 

Pastor Al 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23910c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23912d


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crickets Cry (from the back cover, “A man with a 

painful past. A child with a doubtful future.  And a 

shared journey toward healing for both their 

hearts.”) 

Chasing Fireflies (from the back cover: “…as 

Chase Walker discovered, learning the truth about 

who you are can be as elusive – and magical – as 

chasing fireflies on a summer night.  A haunting 

story about fishing, baseball home cooking, and 

other matters of life and death.”) 

Send Down the Rain (from the back cover: 

“Charles Martin proves himself to be a storyteller 

of great wisdom and compassion who bears witness 

to the dreams we cherish, the struggles we face, and 

the courage we must summon when life seems to 

threaten what we hold most dear.”) 

Long Way Gone (from the back cover: “No matter 

where you go, no matter whether you succeed or 

fail, stand or fall, NO (emphasis mine) gone is too 

far gone.  You can always come home.”) 

In 1911, The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson 

Burnett was published.  Becoming a children’s 

classic, it has been enjoyed ever since.  I personally 

read this book to my own children when they were 

young, and we all enjoyed it very much.  This is a 

2019 edition. 

Ann of Green Gables by L. M. Montgomery has 

also been placed in our library.  This “Collector’s 

Edition” includes the original, unabridged text, a 

specially commissioned biography of L. M. 

Montgomery and a map of Prince Edward Island.  

This re-issue was printed in 1998. 

Happy reading! – Kathy T 

 

Library News – November 2020 

I will not bore you with the shock I feel as I watch the 

leaves empty their trees, notice the colder morning and 

evening temperatures that lead into November.  Nope, 

not going to do it.  Sorry. 

Going into “hibernation” soon?  You might want to take 

a peek or two at the library books on our shelves!  

We’ve got some “dandies,” including these new and 

new-to-us books.  I will include everything in this 

column and not write a “Bookmark” in this month’s 

Herald.   

All the following books will be found in the coffee area 

on the “New Books” shelves. 

Francine Rivers has been a favorite author of mine for 

quite a while.  Earth Psalms is described as “reflections 

on how God speaks through nature.” 

Do you remember James Herriot, veterinarian in 

Scotland that wrote All Things Bright and Beautiful, All 

Creatures Great and Small, All things Wise and 

Wonderful, The Lord God Made Them All?  I was able 

to purchase a used book in great shape to finish the four-

part series.  Two more new-to-us books by Herriot 

include The Best of James Herriot (favorite memories of 

a country vet) and James Herriot’s Favorite Dog Stories. 

Two books by Henry Blackaby have been added to our 

library collection.  Experiencing Prayer with Jesus, and 

Experiencing God (student edition). 

Wait and See . . . finding peace in God’s pauses and 

plans by Wendy Pope.   

A Life Beyond Amazing by Dr. David Jeremiah outlines 

nine qualities that help explore what it means to become 

the people God wants us to be. 

Charles Martin’s books have many accolades and I feel 

fortunate to have discovered them.  You will find the 

following four selections from which to choose:  When  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support your favorite 

charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to 

you.  When you shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same 

low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 

0.5% of your eligible purchases to the charitable organization of 

your choice.  

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com 

on your web browser. Then search for our church. 

Organization Name: Fairfield, First United Methodist 

Church 

 

Please watch your email (check your 

junk/spam folder), Facebook and listen to 

the radio for announcements regarding 

services! 

 

Community Thanksgiving Meal 
Carry Out or Delivery Only 

 
 

The First United Methodist Church will host its 16th annual Community Thanksgiving Meal on 

Thursday, November 26 from 11:30 am to 1 pm.  Unfortunately, this year’s meal will be a little 

different than past years.  We will offer carryout or delivery only.  There will be no dine-in option 

for the meal this year.  We are looking for help at the following times: 

 

 Nov 25 at noon – deboning the turkeys, 

 Nov 26 – 9 AM to get things ready for the meal; 

 Nov 26 – 10:30 AM to deliver meals, serve the dinner, continue food preparation, and clean-

up. 

 

If the spirit calls you to volunteer, you may call the church office or contact Carrie Brownlee at 641-

919-6046.  For any questions, please contact Carrie Brownlee. 
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Administrative Council Minutes 10/5/2020 

Gloria Countryman, Pastor Al, Megan Nelson, Carrie Brownlee, Elly Stremsterfer, Jim Flinspach, Joe Daughtery, 

Wade Stremsterfer, Sharon Flinspach, Joan Salts, Kathy & Francis Horn, Pete & Kathy Tollenaere, Dave Neff, 

Juliet Dodge, John Stever, Janice Hyde 
Opening Prayer : Pastor Al 

Loving Witness : none 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Christian Education – Has not met. With school going back, Kids’ Club will be all day on Wednesdays from 8:00 a.m. to 

3:30 p.m. Elly made a motion & Megan 2nd.  

Missions - Megan Nelson talked about blood drive volunteers.  

Worship – Joan talked about the reopening & procedure. All Saints Day is November 1.  

Permanent Endowment – Bills related to the elevator were discussed. 

Memorials – John Stever reported that the Memorial Committee had met and had some purchases. 

Membership – No report 

UMW – Kathy Horn reported that 225 tenderloins were sold and there would be a profit of over $2,000.  

Library – Kathy Tollenaere reported for the library and requested advice as to how to handle/display several very old 

records, some dating back to the 1880’s.  A motion was made to allow her to seek advice on how to display them. If a display 

was found, Memorials would fund its purchase.  

Finance - Dave Neff reported on Stewardship Sunday, which will be October 25th. Quarterly statements were going out and 

they would have the stewardship information in them to help save on postage.  

Trustees – Joe reported that the security system has been installed. The elevator is in progress, air conditioner, flag and pole 

have been replaced.  

SPPR– Carrie Brownlee, reported that the SPRC voted to keep Pastor Al and discussed his salary. The committee is working 

on budget and annual reviews. This group started praying together in small prayers, which was a goal from our Zoom 

Expectations Workshop in September. Elly is taking on the role of administrative assistant.  

Nominations - Pastor Al reported all slots are filled.  

Staff Reports - Sunday school has started and numbers are low. Youth group is going well. Elly will be starting her next 

class for her Youth Ministry Certification. Charge Conference paperwork will be completed within the next week. Elly 

brought up where the legal documents were. It was motioned by Dave and seconded by John to add Wade Stremsterfer, 

Carrie Brownlee, Jim Flinspach to the safety deposit box.  Pete Tollenaere is already on as a signer. He will take a letter to 

get them added.  

The next Ad Council meeting will take place Nov 10th. Meeting adjourned by Jim at 8:40pm  

Respectfully submitted by Alicia Hootman, Ad Council secretary 

 

Youth Group on Wednesdays 

Middle School 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

High School 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. on Sundays 
Preschool & Kindergarten 

1st & 2nd grade 

3rd – 5th grade 

Wednesdays 

 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

when school is at 100% 

 

K-5th will complete their required, online 

school work, learn a Bible story, make a 

craft and play games. Kids are required 

to bring their lunches and will wear 

masks. It is currently open to church 

members and those who have previously 

participated.  See Elly if you have any 

questions. 



 
Birthdays 
 

Tammy Closser 11/1    

Maxwell Anderson 11/3    

Elaine Christopher 11/3    

Emily Mueller 11/3    

Gary Sparks 11/3    

Chase Countryman 11/4    

June Kemp 11/5    

Duane Durst 11/6    

Jonathan Funkhouser 11/6    

Olivia Hammel 11/6    

Kent Whitney 11/6  

Erma Johnson  11/9  

Cole Boatright 11/10  

Carrol Hillis 11/11  

Melva Dahl 11/11  

William Eddy 11/11  

Patrick Wise 11/11  

David Kraemer 11/12    

Terri Kness  11/15  Anniversaries  
Ross Walker 11/15  Larry & Linda Pettit 11/2 

Mort Gaines 11/16  Jim & Danette Elder 11/4 

Evan Davis 11/17  Larry & Cindy Rippey 11/9 

Steve (John) Swanson 11/18  Gerald & Sandra Nelson 11/12 

Ellen Westhoff 11/18  Don & LuJean Trisler 11/12 

Katherine Bell  11/19  Ken & Patsy Angstead 11/21 

Jaden Canfield 11/20  Dennis & Jennifer Hammel 11/25 

Byron Kimble 11/21  James & Peggy Small 11/27 

Jerry Hootman 11/22  Brent & Mindy Hoskins 11/28 

Julie Rayburn 11/22  Jeff & Sheryl Payne 11/28 

Darin Roth 11/22  Richard & Veeny Jefferson 11/30 

Chris Davis 11/23    

Reese Klehm 11/23    

Peggy Small  11/25    

Channing Countryman  11/27    

Joan Salts 11/28    

Kristen Daugherty 

Riley Hammel 
 

 
  

Anne Whitney     

Alec Schubick     

Irene Stagers 

 

 

Norma Young   

   
 

 
 

   

**Is your birthday or anniversary 

missing? Contact us to let us know!** 

Do you have contact information 

to update or add? Contact our 

Membership Secretary,  

Staci Kraemer 

Dskraem5@gmail.com 

 

11/29 

11/29 

11/29 

11/30 

11/30 

11/30 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fairfield First United Methodist Church 

Re-Opening Plan & Procedures 

 
 

October 15, 2020 

 

Fairfield First United Methodist Church (FUMC) anticipates the pandemic will continue for number of 

months.  As the IAUMC, we want to “Do Good” as restrictions are lifted.  This means a gradual return to 

gatherings and doing so in a cautious manner. Below you will find all the protocols we have implemented 

and put in place to help get our church moved back inside as the Iowa winter approaches.  Our first indoor 

service will be on Sunday, November 1.  
 

Even as we enter Yellow Light Status, High-risk individuals should continue to worship with us 

VIRTUALLY.  This would include: people over 60, those with underlying conditions or other 

vulnerabilities, those who have tested positive, and those who have been exposed to someone Covid19 

positive in the last 14 days, and anyone that has any item(s) marked on the self-check list.  This includes 

staff, volunteers, parishioners and guests.   

 

We are asking that everyone, staff, volunteers, parishioners and guests do a self-check prior to coming to a 

Worship Service.  Ask the following questions:  
o Fever or chills 

o Cough 

o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

o Fatigue 

o Muscle or body aches 

o Headache 

o New loss of taste or smell 

o Sore throat 

o Congestion or runny nose 

o Nausea or vomiting 

o Diarrhea 

o This does not include all possible symptoms 

 

In order to be able to safely come back inside, FUMC Re-Opening Sub-Committee met and established these 

guidelines. They must be followed in order to protect all those worshiping together.  

 Elevator:  The elevator is being upgraded and is currently not operational. It is not going to 

be available until the end of November.  

 

 Capacity: The first few months of indoor worship, capacity will be extremely limited. AS we 

continue to work out the different possible scenarios that may arise, we have set up the dining 

room to stream the Virtual Service should we reach our maximum capacity in the sanctuary.  

 

 Facial Covering: Masks or Facial Coverings are required and must be worn correctly. Our 

ushers have been trained on the proper way to wear a mask, and if there is an issue with 

yours, our ushers will let you know.  We will have some available if needed. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Entrance: There will be two points of entry, the East entrance and the Southwest entrance. 

Please watch for social distancing markers. As we move into the church, we understand that it 

may become congested. Please be patient and remain socially distanced while waiting as this 

is new territory for us all.  

 Seating: Ushers will direct you to a specific seat. Please sit there, as we have measured out the 

required social distancing guidelines.  You will NOT be able to pick your own seat or sit 

where you normally sit.   

 Offering: There will be two offering boxes located at both entrances/exits. Please drop your 

offering in there. We will still hum the doxology and have an offertory prayer. 

 Communion: The prefilled communion cups with wafers will be handed out at the end of the 

service as attendees are leaving the church. 

 Singing: At this time, please avoid singing. Hum. 

 Water Fountain: The water fountains are turned off.  If you think you will need a drink 

during the service, please bring a water bottle from home. 

 Dismissal: Upon completion of the service, ushers will dismiss the congregation by pews. 

Please remember that our elevator is currently out. If asked to exit out the west entrance, there 

is an entire flight of stairs. Please do not remain in the sanctuary and have conversations. 

 Before or after service:  Please refrain from socializing before and after services indoors.  

You may converse in the parking lot.  Please remember to socially distance. 

 

This is a gentle reminder that you will be seated, and depending on how full the sanctuary is upon your 

arrival, the dining room may be where you will be attending church. Please be patient and extend some grace 

as we navigate these uncertain waters.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

FUMC Re-Opening Sub-Committee 
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